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Our Structure

About the SC Energy Office

Promote energy efficiency, renewable 
energy, and clean transportation

• Education and Outreach
• Financial Assistance
• Technical Assistance
• Maintain Energy Data Resource

Implement the State Energy Plan

Energy Office – a 
department within the 
South Carolina Office of 
Regulatory Staff

Funded by US 
Department of Energy’s 
State Energy Program

Our Mission
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Palmetto Clean Fuels
• Initiative of the SC Energy Office 

within the Office of Regulatory Staff  

• Funded by the US Department of 
Energy’s Vehicle Technologies Office

• US DOE-recognized Clean Cities 
Coalition for SC since 2004

• Redesignated in May 2021

• Goal to promote alternative fuels and 
infrastructure. 

• PCF is fuel agnostic

afdc.energy.gov
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PCF coalition is part of the 
nationwide network of US DOE’s 
“Clean Cities” programs

• Technical assistance, analysis, 
informational resources, online tools and 
data

• Leveraging these resources to create 
networks of local stakeholders 

• Technical assistance to fleets 
implementing alternative and renewable 
fuels

Palmetto Clean Fuels – Clean Cities

So, what does this mean?

• PCF is a forum for stakeholders 
representing all alternative fuels in 
the state

• Serve as informational exchange 

• Provide education and awareness 
about alternative fuels   

• Provide training opportunities

• Collect alternative fuel data



South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff  |

Title Here
Subtitle

Date XX, XXXX

SCEnergyOffice

Matchmaking  and Training
• Build partnerships with public and 

private sectors

• Identify and address technology 
barriers and research needs

• Share best practices and lessons 
learned

• Identify and implement new 
transportation strategies

Palmetto Clean Fuels – SC Energy Office

Data Resources
• Provide scientifically-based 

information resources

• Collect fuel and transportation data

• Technical assistance to help fleets 
deploy alternative fuels, advanced 
vehicles, and fuel-saving measures

https://cleancities.energy.gov/coalitions/palmetto-state
https://afdc.energy.gov/states/sc

https://cleancities.energy.gov/coalitions/palmetto-state
https://afdc.energy.gov/states/sc
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PLUG in SC reduces ‘range anxiety’

Education and Outreach – PLUG in SC program

• Help drivers to find 
places to charge  

• EV Stakeholder Initiative 
recommendation –
Statewide branding

• Branding and 
Consistent Signage

www.energy.sc.gov/transport
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• PCF has worked with our partners to provide 
training on various alternative fuels in the past 

• First responders alternative fuel training
• Proterra EV bus training
• Propane education session
• EV 101 Basics 

• Training opportunities through our national 
Clean Cities network

• Webinars and Working Groups
• Offering Partners and stakeholders training 

Propane CNG Biofuels
Electric buses Hydrogen Ethanol

Training OpportunitiesEducation and Outreach - Training
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Purpose and Goal
The EV Stakeholder Initiative (EVSI) facilitated a collaborative statewide discussion to 
explore opportunities to advance electric vehicle (EV) deployment in South Carolina, with 
the goal of developing policy and programmatic recommendations.

Education and Outreach – EVSI
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Transportation Sector Education and Outreach - Websites

Palmetto Clean Fuels
www.energy.sc.gov/transport

Left Tab under “Transportation”
• Electric Vehicles for State 

Agencies
• PLUG in SC
• Alternative Fuels
• Saving Gas



South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff  |

Title Here
Subtitle

Date XX, XXXX

SCEnergyOffice

Transportation Sector 
Education and Outreach – Websites and Data

https://cleancities.energy.gov/coalitions/palmetto-state
https://afdc.energy.gov/states/sc

https://cleancities.energy.gov/coalitions/palmetto-state
https://afdc.energy.gov/states/sc
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Transportation Sector 
Education and Outreach – Newsletters

https://energy.sc.gov/newsletters

https://energy.sc.gov/newsletters
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Transportation Sector 
Energy Office Mini-Grants
• Eligibility: public entities & non-profits
• Project types:  energy efficiency, renewable energy, & clean transportation projects
• Funding amount: up to $10,000 for high impact, high visibility projects
• Timeframe: applications open in July; projects must be completed within same fiscal year

Energy Office ConserFund Loan
• Eligibility: public entities & non-profits
• Project types: energy efficiency, renewable energy &, clean transportation projects
• Loan amount: $25,000-$500,000 loan per fiscal year at 1.5% rate or lower
• Terms: Payment not due until one year after project completion; use project ROI to pay for loan over 

payback term 
• Timeframe: applications accepted year-round

Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan (EERL) Loan
• Eligibility: commercial/private sector only
• Funding through Energy Office; administered by SC Business Development Corporation
• Project types: energy efficiency, renewable energy, & clean transportation projects
• Loan amount: from $50,000 up to $1,000,000
• Terms: variable interest rate with terms of up to 10 years
• Timeframe: applications accepted year-round

Financial Assistance - Funding
www. energy.sc.gov/incentives
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Technical Assistance - Fleet Assessments

PCF can provide technical assistance to 
fleets considering transitioning to 
alternative fuels

• Fuel agnostic – can consider full range of 
alternatives (not just EV!) 

• Utilize scientifically-based resources 
o From National Laboratories (NREL, Argonne, 

etc)
o PCF Clean Cities coalition has access to 

templates, tools

• AFLEET – Alternative Fuel Life-Cycle 
Environmental & Economic 
Transportation
o Developed by US DOE’s Argonne National Lab
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Technical Assistance - Fleet Assessments
AFLEET – Alternative Fuel Life-Cycle Environmental & Economic Transportation 
- Developed by US DOE’s Argonne National Lab

Calculation Sample
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Technical Assistance – Other Support 

• Transitioning your fleet
• Evaluate whether alternative fuel emission 

vehicles meet your service demands
• Assistance in connecting with your local utility
• Alternative Fuel Charging and Infrastructure 

assistance
• Review new concepts and proposals for grant 

opportunities
• Connection with Stakeholders

o Fuel providers, fleet managers, OEMs, upfitters, 
state & federal agencies, nonprofits, 
infrastructure deployers, etc.
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How can Palmetto Clean Fuels help you?

Education and Outreach

Financial Assistance
• Funding Opportunities

Technical Assistance
• Conduct fleet analyses using verified USDOE 

models and calculators 
Connecting our stakeholders

• Review new concepts and recommend potential SC 
or Clean Cities connections

• Stakeholders include fuel providers, fleet managers, 
OEMs, upfitters, state & federal agencies, 
nonprofits, infrastructure deployers, etc.

PLUG in SC Training Opportunities EVSI
Websites and Data Newsletters
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Thank you

Clean Transportation Coordinator - ORS
Palmetto Clean Fuels Director – Clean Cities

Rene Kelly
rkelly@ors.sc.gov
803.737.0989

mailto:rkelly@ors.sc.gov
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