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PROPOSED US ROUTE 17 (SPEEDWAY BLVD.)
WIDENING PROJECT

Jasper County

Meeting:
Thursday, September 14, 2010, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m, in the

Hardeeville Community Center, located at 205 Fast Main Street In
Hardeeville. The meeting will have a drop-in format, with displays for
viewing. A formal presentation will not be given during this time.

In the future, if an official Public Hearing is held, a formal presentation
will be given during the meeting, and citizens will have the opportunity to
make formal, verbal comments immediately following.

Purpose:
To provide information and solicit feedback from area residents

concerning the proposed widening of Speedway Blvd., beginning at SC
Rte. 170, In Hardeeville, and ending at the South Carolina/Georgia state
fine. Another purpose of the meeting will be to gather information from
the public or any interested organization, on historic or cultural resources
In the area. Engineering, Right-of-way, and Environmental personnel
from the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) will be
avallable to answer questions.

This major road improvement project is being funded through the
Loweountry Council of Governments.

Contact:

Additional Information concerning the project may be obtained by
contacting Brent Rewis, SCDOT Program Manager at 803-737-7903 in
Columbia, SC. Persons with disabilities who may require speclal
accommodations should contact Ms. Karen Davis at 803-737-15649,

South Carolina Department of Transportation
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Proposed Widening of US Route 17 (Speedway Blvd.)
Jasper County, South Carolina

Public Information Meeting
Hardeeville Community Center
Tuesday, September 14, 2010

4:00 — 6:00 PM

PROJECT OVERVIEW

South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) proposes to widen US Route 17 (Speedway Blvd.) beginning at the
Georgia state line and ending at SC Route 170. The purpose of this project is to improve safety and increase capacity along
US Route 17. The project is funded through preliminary engineering and right-of-way by the Lowcountry Council of
Governments. The majority of the project as proposed will be constructed within the SCDOT existing right-of-way., The
project is currently not funded for construction.

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING

The purpose of the meeting is to allow the local community, concerned citizens and project stakeholders an opportunity to
review and comment o the proposed widening of US Route 17 (Speedway Blvd.). This meeting is being conducted with an
informal, open house format. You are encouraged to review the various displays and discuss your questions or concerns with
any of the SCDOT representatives at this meeting. You are also encouraged to provide written comments on the forms
provided so that we may have a writien record of your concerns or suggestions. Comment forms may be placed in the
comment box or mailed to:

Brent Rewis
Program Manager
955 Park Strect —-RM 401
Columbia, SC 29201

PROPOSED PROJECT INFORMATION

US Route 17 is currently & two-lane ditch typical section. The Department is proposing to widen US Route 17 to a four lane
roadway with a divided median. Existing SCDOT right-of-way varies from 200 to 300 feet wide. This roadway currently
has an average daily traffic (ADT) of 14,700 vehicles per day with a level of service rating of C in 2009. If no improvements
are made, future projections show a 2033 level of service F with an ADT of 21,900 vehicles per day. The construction of a 4
lane divided section would improve the 2033 level of service to a B.

The Department is currently reviewing various alternatives Including a narrower median, or shifting the alignment to reduce
right of way and wetland impacts between the S.C.L. railroad btidge and the intersection of US Route 17 and SC Route 170,
adjacent to the National Wildlife Refuge.

PROJECT STATUS AND PATH FORWARD

SCDOT is currently performing environmental studies and preliminary design on the proposed widening project, The
information gathered from the various studies, along with your input will be used to assist with selecting a Preferred
Alternative. Once selected, the Preferred Alternative will be presented at an official Public Hearing, at which time the public
will have a second opportunity to ask questions and provide input on the praject.

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE:
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SCDOT PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
COMMENT SHEET
Tuesday September 14, 2010

PROPOSED US 17 (SPEEDWAY BLVD)
WIDENING PROJECT
JASPER COUNTY
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Mail Comments to:
Mr Brent Rewis

xﬁ SC Department of Transportation
Post Office Box 191

Columbia, SC 29202-0191

Written comments will be accepted until September 29, 2010
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Mail Comments to:
Mr Brent Rewis

xﬁ SC Department of Transportation
Post Office Box 191

Columbia, SC 29202-0191

Written comments will be accepted until September 29, 2010



SCDOT PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
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November 1, 2010

Brent Rewis, Program Manager

South Carolina Dept. of Transportation
955 Park Street, RM 401

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Mr. Rewis:
RE: Proposed Widening of US Route 17 (Speedway Bivd.)

I received the informational material for your recent public meeting regarding the widening of
US 17 from the Georgia state line to SC Route 170, I and my staff were unable to attend, but 1
would like to share our comments via this letter.

The project information sheet shows a proposed typical section with shoulders two feet wide on
each side of the divided highway. While the proposed project addresses the future volume of
motorized vehicles projected by SCDOT, it has negligible shoulders and no other type of
facility to accoinmodate bicyolists in the corridor.

We are particularly concerned about this lack of bicycle facilities because that segment of US
17 is part of the East Coast Greenway, which will eventually run from Flosida to Maine,
connectmg Savannah, Beaufort, and Charleston along the way (maps enclosed). US 17 is an
important seginent of the greenway because it is the most direct connection between these
popular coastal destinations.

We strongly encourage SCDOT to include a minimum 10-foot wide paved path in the right-of
way to one side of the project, separated by several feot of grass or by & batrier, There already
exists an example in a newer, divided section of US 17 in South Carolina, near Gardens Corner,
where a paved path sepai‘ated by several feet grass runs along the east side of the toadway.

Also, we hope coordination efforts between SCDOT and GDOT are taking place to ensure
econottiically efficlent designs in the long run, as related to timing and scope of projects, and a
safe transition of bicycle facilities between SCDOT’s proposed US 17 widening and GDOT’s
Back Rivei Bridge Replacement (P 522920),

We expect the East Coast Greenway, when at least regionally connected, to bring economic
benefits to both Georgia and South Carolina, We appreciate your attention to this opportunity to
complete a segment of the greenway in the US 17 widening project.

Thomas L. Thomson, PE, AICP
Executive Director

110 EAST STATE STREET, PO, BOX 8246, SAVANNAH GEORGIA 31412 - 8246 PHONE 912.651- 1440 FACSMILE 912-651-1480
oMransporlation-7010\general correspondencelscdot thomson us 17 bike fucilities.doox



November 1, 2010
Mt Brent Rewis, Program Manager
. Proposed Widening of US Route 17 (Speedway Blvd.)

Page 2

TLT/jal

Enclosure

cel

Transportation team

Jo Hickson, Coastal Georgia Greenway

Drew Wade, Coastal Georgia Greenway and Savannah Bicycle Campaign
Frank McIntosh, Savannah Bicycle Campaign

Jason Crane, GDOT Office of Planning

Byron Rushing, GDOT Bioycle and Pedestrian Coordinator
Ginnie Kozak, Lowcountry Council of Governments
Vonnie Gilreath, East Coast Greenway SC Committee
Janine Peccini, Bast Coat Greenway SC Committee

Dennis Markatos-Soriano, East Coast Greenway

Eric Weiss, East Coast Greenway



East Coast Greemway, Planned Route in Jasper County, SC shown in red below.

Source: http://i.vww.gr‘eenwgy.org/maps.php

East Coast Greenway, Planned Route in Savannal, GA slovn below.
Source: Jo Hickson, Coastal GA Greenway






