
South Carolina Department of Transportation  

Planning Office Process Directive 
 

 

Number:  11 Date:  February 2018 

 

Subject: Statewide Transportation Improvement Program Administration (STIP) 

 

Purpose: 
The South Carolina Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is the State’s six-year 

transportation improvement program for all programs and projects receiving federal and state funding, 

including bridges, safety, roadway resurfacing, interstate maintenance and upgrades, primary and 

secondary road system upgrades, federal lands access projects, transportation alternatives, congestion 

mitigation and air quality, and transit-related activities. The STIP covers all federally and state funded 

improvements for which funding has been approved and expected to be undertaken during the upcoming 

six-year period.  

   

While the STIP is a living document amended monthly to reflect project budgeting and scheduling, it is 

updated every 3 years to reflect a new 6 year programming horizon.  It shall be fiscally constrained to 

demonstrate a balance between anticipated revenues and planned expenditures.  It also provides elected 

officials, stakeholders, and the public information about transportation priorities for the state and local 

communities.  The current STIP (FY 2017- 2022) was adopted in August of 2017 (see Attachment A for 

STIP development schedule). 

 

Historically the STIP has been managed, produced, and archived through spreadsheets.  The FY 2017-   

2022 STIP is housed in a database software system (e-STIP) that is linked to the agency’s project 

management system. This database driven system (see Attachment B for the E-STIP administration 

process) provides a framework to facilitate a coordinated process between SCDOT and FHWA/FTA. 

FHWA /FTA have electronic access and live approval functionality. 

 

Program Cycle:  

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides the South Carolina Department of Transportation 

(SCDOT) federal notices identifying federal programs. The Planning Director, Statewide Planning Chief, 

STIP Administrator, Program Controls Director, and Finance Office should coordinate to determine the 

impact of new or revised notices as it relates to the agency’s consolidated funding plan.   Any significant 

changes to the consolidated funding plan may require approval of the Secretary of Transportation and 

should be transmitted to the Deputy Secretary of Intermodal Planning to assist with changes to the STIP 

(see Attachment C for transmittal).  The consolidated budget plan should be consistent with the 

investment objectives outlined in the TAMP. 

 

Project Cycle: 

The SCDOT, through cooperation and coordination with the Metropolitan Planning Organizations 

(MPOs) and the rural Councils of Government (COGs), maintains the Statewide Transportation 

Improvement Program (STIP). To comply with federal rules, the MPO’s Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIPs) and the SCDOT STIP must be consistent with one another. The approved STIP is 

frequently revised to reflect changes as a project matures.  Before the STIP is updated to reflect a project 

change in an MPO area, the MPO TIP must first be revised.  Changes initiated by SCDOT or the MPO 

require Federal approval. Through interagency consultation, the SCDOT Planning Office and Office of 

Public Transit coordinate with representatives from Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal 

Transit Administration (FTA), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), MPOs, and COGs to discuss 



issues, effects of, and requirements regarding modifications of the STIP. The goal of the STIP 

Administration and Coordination Process is to clarify and define decision thresholds for the STIP 

document so modifications can be executed in a consistent and timely fashion.  Modifications can be 

defined as amendments, corrections, or right-sizing (see Attachment D for amendments, corrections, 

right-sizing guidelines). 

 

 

Submitted by: ____________________________________ 

 Director of Planning 

 

Approved by: ____________________________________ 

 Deputy Secretary for Intermodal Planning 

 

 

 

 



Attachment A

Month(s) STIP TIP
March Project Status and Project Status and   

Project Obligations Project Obligations
(From Preconstruction) (From Preconstruction)

 
April COG Project Reviews MPO Project Reviews

Amend Program Amend TIP 
As necessary as necessary

 
June Draft STIP to Commission TIP Public Review

(Commission Action)

STIP Public Review MPOs Approve TIPs
30-Day Comment Period
COGs advertise draft STIP

 
July STIP Approved by Commission
 
August STIP Submitted to FHWA/FTA
 
September Federal Approval
 
October 1st STIP Goes Into Effect

STIP Development Schedule 
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