
Commission Members: 
 Max Metcalf, Chair 

William B. Dukes, Vice Chair 
T.J. Johnson, Commissioner 

Pamela L. Christopher, Commissioner 
Curtis M. Spencer, Commissioner 

L. Marty Sauls, Commissioner 
Sel Hemingway, Commissioner 

Britt Blackwell, Commissioner 
Thomas Rhodes, Commissioner 

 
South Carolina Department of Transportation 

Commission Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, July 16, 2026 at 9:00 a.m.  
SCDOT Headquarters ● Auditorium 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 
 
 

1. Call to order — Chairman Metcalf 
 

2. Roll Call — Chairman Metcalf 
 

3. Approval of Meeting Agenda (Action Required) — Chairman Metcalf 
 

4. Prayer — Commissioner Rhodes 
 

5. Pledge of Allegiance — Commissioner Johnson 
 

6. Approval of Minutes and Actions (Action Required) 
      6.1     Approval of May 21, 2026 Commission Minutes – Chairman Metcalf 

            6.2     Report Out of May 21, 2026 Audit Committee Meeting—Commissioner Spencer 
      6.3     May 21, 2026 Audit Committee Minutes – Chairman Metcalf 

 
7. Public Comment — Chairman Metcalf 

 
8. Secretary of Transportation Report — Secretary Powell 

8.1 Secretary of Transportation Report 
 

9. New Business (Action Required) — Chairman Metcalf 
 9.1     Changes to State Highway System – Deputy Secretary McCottry     
 9.2     Revision of the 2024-2033 STIP (Highway) – Deputy Secretary Quattlebaum              
 9.3     Revision of the 2024-2033 STIP (Transit) – Deputy Secretary Quattlebaum    
 9.4     21-Day Public Comment (Bridge) – Deputy Secretary Perry 
 9.5     Ratification of Extensions – Deputy Secretary Perry 

 
10. Old Business — Chairman Metcalf 

 
11. Commissioner Comments — Chairman Metcalf 

 
12. Meeting Adjournment (Action Required) — Chairman Metcalf 
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Commission Members: 
Max Metcalf, Chair 

William B. Dukes, Vice Chair 
T.J. Johnson, Commissioner 

Pamela L. Christopher, Commissioner 
Curtis M. Spencer, Commissioner 

L. Marty Sauls, Commissioner
Sel Hemingway, Commissioner 

Britt Blackwell, Commissioner 
Thomas Rhodes, Commissioner 

               
               

Commission Meeting 
  Minutes and Actions 

South Carolina Department of Transportation 
Thursday, May 21, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. 

5th Floor Auditorium 
Columbia, South Carolina  

Commissioner’s Present: 
Max Metcalf, Chair 
Bill Dukes, Vice Chair 
Pamela Christopher, Commissioner 
T.J. Johnson, Commissioner 
Curtis Spencer, Commissioner 
Marty Sauls, Commissioner 
Sel Hemingway, Commissioner 
Britt Blackwell, Commissioner 
Thomas Rhodes, Commissioner 

The Chairman declared that a quorum was present. 

In addition, present at the meeting were: 
Justin Powell, Secretary of Transportation 
Karl McCottry, Deputy Secretary for Finance and Administration 
Jen Necker, Deputy Secretary for Intermodal and Freight Programs 
Rob Perry, Deputy Secretary for Engineering 
Leah Quattlebaum, Deputy Secretary for Planning  
Allen Hutto, Chief of Staff 
Barbara Wessinger, Chief Counsel  
Mark LaBruyere, Director of Internal Audits 

Action Taken: 
1. Call to Order
Chairman Metcalf called the May 21, 2026, Commission meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

2. Roll Call
Chairman Metcalf called the roll of the Commissioners and declared a quorum was present.

3. Approval of Meeting Agenda (Action Required)
3.1 Approval of Meeting Agenda 
Motion by: Commissioner Christopher 
Second by: Commissioner Dukes 

4. Prayer  - Commissioner Christopher

5. Pledge of Allegiance - Commissioner Blackwell

DRAFT 
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2  
May 21, 2026 Minutes 

 

6. Approval of Minutes and Actions (Action Required) 
6.1 March 26, 2026, Commission Meeting Minutes 

Motion by: Commissioner Dukes 
Second by: Commissioner Johnson 
The Commission approved the March 26, 2026 Commission Meeting minutes.  

 
 6.2 Report out of March 26,2026 Audit Committee Meeting 
 Commissioner Spencer provided a report from the last Audit Committee Meeting. 
 
6.3 March 26, 2026, Audit Committee Meeting Minutes 

Motion by: Commissioner Blackwell 
Second by: Commissioner Johnson 
The Commission approved the March 26, 2026 Audit Committee Meeting minutes.  

 
 

7. Public Comment 
Secretary Powell stated there were no public comments. 

 
 
8. Secretary of Transportation Report  

8.1 Secretary of Transportation Report 
Secretary Powell began the Secretary of Transportation Report with the introduction of 
four members of the LEAD Class.  He provided a preface of his presentation, the state 
legislative session, the upcoming federal reauthorization bill, and the strategic financial 
challenges before SCDOT. 
 
He began his presentation stating that there were 270 fatalities as of May 7, 2026.  
According to the Department of Public Safety Statistics, this is a 15% decrease from this 
time last year (320 fatalities). He continued his report noting the vulnerable road users, 
there were 50 pedestrian fatalities (down from 54 this time last year), 11 bicycle fatalities 
(up 4 from this time last year), and 3 moped fatalities (down from 5 this time last year).  

 
SCDOT continues to increase its work program. The $6.2 billion program will level out 
before several large projects, and the pavement program causes it to increase. The 
current active construction program is $6.2 billion under contract with most funds 
dedicated to Interstate Capacity and Pavements.  
 
The On-Time and On-Budget numbers for the Construction Program were 80% of the 
projects are on-time and 20% had penalties assessed for not being on-time. The agency 
was tracking 7.93% above the original bid, which includes the close-out of the I-85 project 
in Cherokee and Spartanburg Counties.  
 
There were a series of change orders totaling approximately $10.474 million greater than 
$250,000 in active contracts from March 1 through April 30, 2026.  There were 2 Design-
Build projects, 5 projects due to field conditions, 5 projects with other conditions, and 1 
project due to utility issues. Several change orders were discussed, as well as contractor 
questions. There were two emergency procurements to report. 
 
 

03



3  
May 21, 2026 Minutes 

 

Secretary Powell summarized the 10-Year Plan Accomplishments reporting:   
• RURAL ROAD SAFETY: 1260 miles have been addressed in the Rural Road Safety 

Program (RRSP) with a target of 1300 miles.  
• PAVING: More than 10,401 miles of paving have been addressed in every county 

of the State. (No mileage has been added since March; however, the reporting 
system showed a decrease from 10,406 because of reduced or deleted projects.) 

• BRIDGES: 480 bridges have advanced to construction with a target of 550 bridges.   
• INTERSTATE: 128 interstate miles have advanced to construction.  
 
Secretary Powell noted that the Rural Road Safety Office has addressed 1260 miles  
marking significant impacts on reducing Fatal and Serious Injury Crashes. On the Bridge 
Program, we continue to move towards the goal of 550 bridges to construction. 
 
He referred to the Interstate Modernization map that had no changes from March, 
showing 92 miles completed, 36 miles in construction, 118 miles in design, and 213 miles 
in the planning stage. Soon there will be two projects added to the map: Long Point Road 
Interchange project in Mt. Pleasant and the I-26  Widening MM 136-125 in Orangeburg 
and Calhoun Counties. 
 
Secretary Powell reviewed the New Gas Tax Trust Fund as of March 31, 2026.  He 
stated that over $5.76 billion of revenue has been generated since July 1, 2017, with 
approximately $5.53 billion available for construction projects. We have spent 
approximately $4.2 billion to date.  We have committed every penny generated from the 
Roads Bill. 
 
There were 11 surplus properties conveyed since the March 2026 Commission meeting, 
totaling $10,000.00 in property sales.  
 
He also revealed several accomplishments since the March Commission meeting to 
include the MPO/COG Workshop and the opening of Vaucluse Road in Aiken. 
 
There was discussion among the Commission regarding the new “distracted driver” law 
and enforcement, guardrails, project delays and penalties, utility issues, change orders, 
project scheduling and accountability, and lessons learned. 
 
 
8.2 Legislative Update 
Director of State Government Affairs Ted Creech provided the Legislative Update. He 
spoke briefly on S.831 the SCDOT Modernization legislation, road dedications that were 
adopted, the state budget, and redistricting among other items.  There was additional 
discussion about pothole responses and asphalt seasons. 

 
 

8.3 SCDOT Financial Outlook 
Secretary Powell presented the Financial Outlook by reviewing how SCDOT allocates 
funds, the current consolidated funding levels, federal revenues, and state revenues.  
The 4 tributaries for state funding are gas tax ($900-925M), car sales tax ($285-300M), 
registration and license fees ($170-180M), and general fund appropriations ($120M). 
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SCDOT is about 40% federally funded (about $1 billion per year) and 60% state funded. 
Federal funding requires a state match (usually 10-20%), and there are certain 
restrictions and requirements associated with federally funded projects.  He provided 
historical information on state funding and addressed Federal Reauthorization, the 
BASIC Act, and challenges in South Carolina. 
 

 
    9. New Business (Action Required) 

9.1 Annual Pavement Improvement Program 
Motion by: Commissioner Dukes 
Second by: Commissioner Blackwell 

Deputy Secretary Perry updated the Commission on the Annual Pavement 
Improvement Program (PIP), the ranked project list for planned rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of 735 centerline miles, and the Four-year Interstate Pavement 
Plan. The PIP includes Interstates, major/primary routes, secondary/farm-to-
market roads, and neighborhood streets.  Last year SCDOT completed 
preservation projects (1,334 miles), preventative maintenance ($21M), and 
rehabilitation projects across the state. He summarized that the cost for a total 
rebuild is $620,000/mile versus a rehabilitation project at $430,000/mile. 
 
Deputy Secretary Perry  indicated we have made a lot of progress on pavements 
in “getting to good” in the 10-Year Plan. He addressed several questions from the 
Commission related to various projects.  
 
There were three motions:  

 
MOTION 1: Overall 2026-2027 Pavement Plan 
Motion By: Vice Chair Dukes  
Second By: Commissioner Sauls 

“In accordance with the Commission approved Transportation Asset 
Management Plan (TAMP) and the 10-year plan for rebuilding South 
Carolina's roads, the Commission approves the recommended 2026-2027 
Pavement Improvement Program.  The Secretary is authorized to adjust 
the program as necessary in the future to align to projected versus actual 
variances in revenues or program expenses.  Any adjustments to the 
funding levels made by the Secretary are to be ratified by the Commission.” 

 
MOTION 2: Primary and Secondary Routes  
Motion By: Vice Chair Dukes 
Second By: Commissioner Blackwell 

“In accordance with Act 114 of 2007, which requires the SCDOT Commission 
to select projects for funding based on objective and quantifiable factors, the 
Commission approves the Secretary's recommended ranked project lists for 
the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the Major Roads, Farm to Market 
Secondary Roads, and Neighborhood Streets as part of the 2026-2027 
Pavement Improvement Program for South Carolina. 
 
The proposed 2026-2027 Pavement Improvement Program is to be open for 
21 days of public comment. A summary of substantive comments will be 
available to the Commission for its consideration.” 
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MOTION 3: the 4-Year plan  
Motion By: Vice Chair Dukes 
Second By: Commissioner Christopher  

“In accordance with Act 114 of 2007, which requires the SCDOT Commission 
to select projects for funding based on objective and quantifiable factors, the 
Commission approves the Secretary's recommended rehabilitation projects 
along with the preventive maintenance projects for the Interstate system as 
part of the Four Year Interstate Pavement Plan for South Carolina. 
 
The proposed Four-Year Interstate Pavement Plan is to be open for 21 days 
of public comment. A summary of substantive comments will be available to 
the Commission for its consideration.” 
 

Pending no substantive comments, and local coordination, these intersections will 
be included in the subsequent STIP revision.  SCDOT certifies that these projects 
were selected in consideration of established priorities as required by federal law 
or regulations and in accordance with SC Code of Laws Section 57-1-370 (Act 
114) and SCDOT’s 10-Year Plan. 

The Commission approved the three motions. 
 

 
9.2 Ratification of Extensions 

Motion by: Commissioner Christopher 
Second by: Commissioner Hemingway 

Deputy Secretary Perry “requested the Commission’s ratification of six extension 
requests totaling $4,034,245.82.” 

The Commission approved the motion. 
 
 
9.3 21-Day Public Comment (Highway) 

Motion by: Commissioner Rhodes 
Second by: Commissioner Dukes 

Deputy Secretary Quattlebaum “requested Commission Approval to initiate 
a 21-Day Public Comment Period, amend the 2024-2033 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for the following project: 
Addition of Construction phase of work for (1) System Upgrade – Interstate 
project. 
A. Corridor Improvement – I-26 from Exit 145 (Phase II) – Orangeburg 
County 

The Commission approved the motion. 
 
9.4 Revision of the 2024-2033 STIP, Highway 

Motion by: Commissioner Johnson 
Second by: Commissioner Spencer 

Deputy Secretary Quattlebaum “requested Commission Approval for the 
Revision of the 2024-2033 Statewide Transportation  Improvement 
Program (STIP): 

A. Removal of one existing project in the RFATS MPO System Upgrade-
Urban Program. 

B. Inclusion of one new project and remaining of one project in the LATS MPO 
System Upgrade-Urban Program. 
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C. Inclusion of one new project in the CHATS MPO System Upgrade-Urban 
Program. 

D. Inclusion of two new projects in the COATS MPO System Upgrade-Urban 
Program. 

E. Inclusion of one new project in the Central Midlands COG System 
Upgrade-Rural Program. 

The Commission approved the motion. 
 
 
 
9.5  21-Day Public Comment, Transit 
Motion by: Commissioner Dukes 
Second by: Commissioner Sauls 

Deputy Secretary Necker “requested Commission Approval to initiate a 21-Day 
Public Comment Period for Rural and Small Urban applications submitted for 
funding under the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) FFY2024 Enhanced 
Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program (Section 5310 
Lapsing Funds). 
 
Title 49 U.S.C. 5310 authorizes the Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals 
with Disabilities Program and provides formula funding to States to assist in 
improving transit mobility options for seniors and individuals with disabilities.  
SCDOT suballocates funds to eligible applicants, providing 80% Federal share for 
expenses associated with purchase of ADA-compliant vehicles or to administer 
regional Mobility Management or Purchase of Service Programs. 
 
The Office of Public transit issued a Statewide call for projects in February 2026. 
Lists of Rural and Small Urban project applications received for review by the 
Office of Public Trust and Regional Councils of Governments are provided in the 
May Commission Package. A summary of substantive comments will be available 
to the Commission. Pending no substantive comments, successful projects will be 
included in a subsequent STIP revision. 

The Commission approved the motion. 
 
 
 
9.6  21-Day Public Comment – Round 2, Transit 
Motion by: Commissioner Christopher 
Second by: Commissioner Johnson 

Deputy Secretary Necker “requested Commission Approval to initiate a 21-Day 
Public Comment Period for Round two of Rural projects submitted for funding 
under the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) FFY2023 Rural Bus and Bus 
Facilities Discretionary Award to SCDOT (Section 5339). Previous round of 
Section 5339 Funding awarded to SCDOT was presented at the March 
Commission and approved for a 21-Days Public Comment Period. 
 
Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities Competitive Program (49 U.S.C. 5339(b)) 
makes federal resources available to states and direct recipients to replace, 
rehabilitate and purchase buses and related equipment or bus-related facilities. 
This award of FFY2023 funding was allocated to SCDOT through a competitive 
process, from proposals submitted to FTA in response to a Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO). SCDOT was awarded funding to support the purchase of 
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new replacement vehicles for rural transit agencies. The project will improve transit 
service and reliability for residents in rural South Carolina communities. The Office 
of Public Transit issued a Statewide call for projects in November 2025. A list of 
eligible Rural project applications received was provided in the May Commission 
Package. A summary of substantive comments will be available to the 
Commission. Pending no substantive comments, successful projects will be 
included in a subsequent STIP revision. 

The Commission approved the motion. 
 

 
 
9.7  Revision of the 2024-2033 STIP, Highway 
Motion by: Commissioner Dukes 
Second by: Commissioner Spencer 

Deputy Secretary Necker “requested Commission Approval for the Revision of the 
2024-2033 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for the 
inclusion of: 
Items A: One new project in the Appalachian COG region for Rural Transit Service. 
Item B: One new project in the BCDCOG region for the BCDRTMA Rural Transit 
Program. 
Item C: One new project in the Catawba Regional COG region for Rural Transit 
Services. 
Item D: One new project in the FLATS MPO for the Pee Dee RTA Small Urban 
Transit Program. 
Item E: One new project in GPATS region for Small Urban Transit Program in 
Mauldin-Simpsonville. 
Item F: One new project in the LCOG region for the Rural Transit Program. 
Items G-H: Two new projects in the SPATS region for Small Urban Transit services 
in the City of Spartanburg and Spartanburg County. 
Item I: One new project in the SUATS region for Small Urban Transit Services. 
Item J: One new project in the USCOG region for Rural Transit Services. 
Item K: One new project in the GSATS region for Large Urban Transit Services. 

The Commission approved the motion. 
 
 

9.8 Changes to the State Highway System (Highway) 
Motion by: Commissioner Spencer 
Second by: Commissioner Hemingway 

Deputy Secretary McCottry “requested Commission Approval of the additions, 
deletions, and revisions to the State Highway System as shown in the Agenda 
Package and the authority to convey right of way to appropriate entities.   
This request includes 1 segment of the Primary Road System resulting in a reduction 
of 0.560 centerline miles equating to 1.120 lane miles and includes 30 segments on 
the Secondary Road System resulting in an addition of 0.247 centerline miles 
equating to 0.494 lane miles. 

The Commission approved the motion. 
 

 
10. Old Business 

There was no old business to discuss.   
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11. Commissioner Comments 
Several Commissioners provided comments. 

 
12. Executive Session 

Motion by: Commissioner Spencer 
Second by: Commissioner Sauls 
A motion was made to go into Executive Session pursuant to the SC Code 30-4-70(a) (2) 
to receive legal advice relating to attorney-client privilege regarding SC Bill 831. 
 
The Commission approved ending the Executive Session. 

There were no votes taken in Executive Session nor did the Commission commit itself to 
a course of action. 

 
13. Meeting Adjournment (Action Required) 

Motion by: Commissioner Blackwell 
Second by: Commissioner Johnson 
Chairman Metcalf adjourned the meeting at 11:29 a.m.  The next Commission  
Meeting will be on July 16, 2026. 

  
The May 21, 2026, minutes were approved by the Commission at the July 16, 2026, meeting.      
 
  
__________________________  
Max K. Metcalf, Chair  
 
 
__________________________  
Submitted by: 
Karl McCottry  
Secretary to the Commission 
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Audit Committee Members: 
Curtis M. Spencer, Committee Chair 

Marty Sauls, IV, Commissioner 
Sel Hemingway, Jr., Commissioner 

Britt Blackwell, Commissioner 
Thomas L. Rhodes, III, Commissioner 

Audit Committee Meeting 
Minutes and Actions 

South Carolina Department of Transportation 
Thursday, May 21, 2026, 5 minutes following adjournment 

Room 306, Headquarters Building 
 
Audit Committee Members present at the meeting were: 
               Curtis M. Spencer  Committee Chair  
               Sel Hemingway  Commissioner 

    Thomas Rhodes  Commissioner 
    Britt Blackwell  Commissioner 
    Marty Sauls   Commissioner 

 
Other SCDOT Commissioners present at the meeting were: 
 Max Metcalf                        Commission Chair 
 Bill Dukes                            Commission Vice Chair 
 T.J. Johnson                       Commissioner 
 Pamela Christopher            Commissioner 
 
The Chairman declared that a quorum was present. 
 
Also present at the meeting were: 

   Justin Powell, Secretary of Transportation 
   Karl McCottry, Deputy Secretary for Finance and Administration 
   Jen Necker, Deputy Secretary for Intermodal and Freight Programs 
   Rob Perry, Deputy Secretary for Engineering 
   Leah Quattlebaum, Deputy Secretary for Planning  

 Barbara Wessinger, Chief Counsel  
 Sue Moss, Interim State Auditor 
 Mark LaBruyere, Director of Internal Audit Services  
 
Action Taken:  

1. Call to Order – Committee Chair Spencer 
Chairman Spencer called the May 21, 2026, Audit Committee meeting to order at 11:33 
a.m.  
 

2. Roll Call 
Chairman Spencer called the roll of the Audit Committee and declared a quorum was 
present.   
 

3. Approval of Agenda (Action Required)                                                                             
Motion by: Commissioner Blackwell  
Second by: Commissioner Sauls 
The Audit Committee approved the May 21, 2026 Audit Committee Agenda. 

 

DRAFT 
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4. New Business 
4.1 Contract Assurance 
Internal Audit Manager Heath provided an update on the Office of Contract Assurance 
with the objective of assuring that funds awarded by SCDOT are expended in 
accordance with applicable agreement provisions and federal requirements. It was 
determined that there is a Medium-High risk exposure. A detailed report was provided 
and recommended action plans. Chief Financial Officer Kace Smith also provided 
comments on the Compliance and Oversight reviews. 

 
4.2 Engagement Updates 
Internal Audit Director LaBruyere provided Engagment Updates for: 

• Planning Phase (Fleet Management, Payroll, and Purchasing Card),   
• Fieldwork Phase (Travel Expense), and   
• Reporting Phase (OPT Programs-State Management Plan, Contract 

Assurance, and AASHTOWare Security/Access). 
 

5.   Old Business 
There was no Old Business to discuss.  
 

6. Executive Session Pursuant to SC Code 30-4-70(a)(2) to receive management 
information on Security Plans. 
Motion by: Commissioner Blackwell 
Second by: Commissioner Sauls 
 
6.1 Executive Session 
The Audit Committee went into an Executive Session to receive legal management 
information on Security Plans.  Upon completion of the Executive Session, there was 
an approved motion to end the Executive Session. Committee Chair Spencer reported 
there were no items voted on during the Executive Session.   
 

7. Adjourn (Action Required) 
Motion by: Commissioner Rhodes 
Second by: Commissioner Sauls 
The meeting adjourned at 11:59 a.m. 

 
The May 21, 2026 Audit Committee minutes were approved by the Commission at the July 
16, 2026 meeting.  
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Curtis M. Spencer, Audit Committee Chair   
 
 
 
__________________________  
Submitted by: 
Karl McCottry  
Secretary to the Commission 
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SC Highway Safety Statistics 
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SC Highway Safety Statistics

2026 Pedestrian, 
Bicycle & Moped 

Fatalities
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SCDOT Work Program

As of 7-1-2026
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SCDOT’s $6.2 Billion Construction Program
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Construction Program

$2,539 M $2,754 M
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Change Orders

For the period May 1 – June 30, 2026, there was a total of 
$10,601,367.32 in Change Orders greater than $250,000 
associated with $6.2 billion in active contracts.

7
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Change Orders >$250,000
(Design-Build)
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Change Orders >$250,000
(Field Conditions  and Other)
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Change Orders >$250,000
(Field Conditions  and Guardrail)

10

21



7/8/2026

11

10-Year Plan Accomplishments

The completed 
projects have seen a 

30% reduction in 
Fatal and Serious 

Injury crashes 

Paving projects are 
being accomplished 

in every county of the 
State

Bridges must 
continue to be a 

major focus and an 
area for additional 

investment

Work is underway 
on nearly every 

interstate in 
the State

128 miles481 bridges10,406 miles1,260 miles
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Rural Road Safety Program
10-Year Target: 1300 miles 

30% Reduction in Fatal 
and Serious Injury 

Crashes 

As of 5/7/2026
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Bridge Program
10-Year Target: 550 Bridges 
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Interstate Modernization

92 Miles 36 Miles 118 Miles 213 Miles
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New Gas Tax Trust Fund

15

26



7/8/2026

16

New Gas Tax Trust Fund
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Surplus Property
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Accomplishments
Church Street Bridge Ribbon Cutting
In June the Church Street bridge in Greenville completed
its $22M rehabilitation that will extend the life of this
bridge for decades. It adds a distinctive new feature to
Greenville’s skyline and enhances the pedestrian
connection within downtown Greenville. The bridge is
open to traffic.

P3 Grant
SCDOT won a $1M Innovative
Finance and Asset Concession
Grant from the US Department of
Transportation. This Public-Private-
Partnership Grant will kick-start
studying several corridors or other
innovative financing arrangements.

BUILD Grant
SCDOT won a $23.5M BUILD Grant
award that will be used to replace
18 bridges across 9 counties in
Districts 5 and 6, delivering
modern, resilient bridges to current
design standards, incorporating
safety upgrades and geometric
improvements.
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LEGISLATIVE 
UPDATE
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Surplus Property Submittal 

July 16, 2026  
 
 
Number of Parcels Conveyed: 7 
Total Amount: $19,500.00 
 
Route I-26 - File Number 10.490 - Charleston County 
 
Upon a request from the adjacent landowner, a reduction in right of way was circulated to the 
engineering sections and determined to be surplus by the Department. The Secretary of 
Transportation's approval to convey the property was obtained on September 15, 2025. FHWA 
approval to convey this property was obtained on October 16, 2025. Therefore, a quitclaim deed 
conveying approximately 0.041 of an acre of land to Caroline Davis was executed on May 19, 
2026, in consideration of $18,000.00. 
 
The Department acquired right of way for Route I-26 under File Number 10.490 by Title to Real 
Estate from Otha Dallas Tanner dated February 16, 1962. 
 
Road S-3 (North Main Street) and Road S-10 (downgraded section of SC Route 81) - 
Greenville County 
   
Upon request from the City of Greenville, approval was obtained from the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation Commission for the formal removal of portions of Road S-3 (North 
Main Street) and Road S-10 (downgraded section of SC Route 81) from the State Highway 
System and for conveying the right of way of same on March 26, 2026. Therefore, a gratis 
quitclaim deed conveying a total of approximately 2.16 miles to the City of Greenville was 
executed on May 6, 2026. 
 
The Department acquired right of way for Road S-3 (North Main Street) pursuant to Legislative 
Act 145 of 1941 and action of the Commission dated August 19, 1948, and for Road S-10 
(downgraded section of SC Route 81) pursuant to Legislative Act and action of the Commission 
dated August 1, 1920. 
 
Road S-490 (Dunbar Street) - File Number 23.645 - Greenville County 
 
Upon request from an adjacent landowner, a parcel along Road S-490 (Dunbar Street) was 
determined to be surplus to the Department. The Secretary of Transportation's approval to convey 
the property was obtained on July 31, 2025. Therefore, a gratis quitclaim deed conveying 
approximately 0.21 of an acre to the School District of Greenville County was executed on May 
6, 2026. 
 
The Department acquired right of way for Road S-490 (Dunbar Street) under File Number 23.645 
by Condemnation of M. L. Marchant, Jr, et al dated July 14, 1983. 
 
Roads S-219, S-219 Spur, S-888, S-889 and S-944 – Laurens County 
   
Upon request from Laurens County School District 56, approval was obtained from the South 
Carolina Department of Transportation Commission for the formal removal of portions of Roads 
S-219, S-219 Spur, S-888, S-889 and S-944 from the State Highway System and for conveying 
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the right of way of same on March 26, 2026. Therefore, a gratis quitclaim deed conveying a total 
of approximately 0.54 of a mile of road right of way to Laurens County School District 56 was 
executed on June 3, 2026. 
 
The Department acquired right of way for Road S-219 under File Number 30.602 by Letter of 
Dedication from the City of Clinton dated June 12, 1979; for Road S-219 Spur under File Number 
30.566 by Letter of Dedication from the City of Clinton dated May 6, 1977; for Road S-888 and S-
889 under File Number 30.602.1 by Right of Way Easement from Laurens County School District 
56 dated October 5, 1982, Tract 1; and for Road S-944 under File Number 30.710 by Right of 
Way Easement from Laurens County School District 56 dated January 28, 1986, Tract 1. 
 
Route I-20 - Project Number P045574 - Richland County 
 
Upon request from an adjacent landowner, an agreement was made whereby Road S-
2094 (Jacobs Millpond Rd) would be realigned and relocated under an encroachment 
permit and the right of way for old Road S-2094 (Jacobs Millpond Rd) would be 
transferred in exchange for the new right of way. The engineering sections concurred with 
relinquishing the property. The Secretary of Transportation’s approval to convey the 
property was obtained on September 7, 2018. FHWA concurrence was obtained on June 
30, 2020. A quitclaim deed conveying property to Interstate Associates, LLC was 
executed on March 26, 2026. The Grantee then requested a change to the deed and a 
scrivener's error was found on the deed. Therefore, a replacement quitclaim deed 
conveying approximately 1.76 acres to Interstate Associates, LLC was executed on April 
6, 2026. 
 
The Department acquired right of way for Route I-20 under File Number 40.538 by 
Condemnation of Mary Lorick Baker, Mary Lorick Boyle, and Lee Lorick Prina dated 
February 5, 1963 (Tract 41). 
 
SC 555 (Farrow Road) – File 40.657 – Richland County 
   
Upon request from an adjacent landowner, two parcels outside the right of way were 
determined to be surplus to the Department. The Secretary of Transportation’s approval 
to convey the property was obtained on March 15, 2026. A bid sale between adjacent 
landowners was held on May 28, 2026, with Stanley Edmonds being the successful 
bidder. Therefore, a quitclaim deed conveying a total of approximately 0.18 of an acre to 
Stanley was executed on June 24, 2026. 
 
The Department acquired right of way for SC 555 (Farrow Road) under File 40.657 by 
Title of Real Estate from Lendell Portee Parr dated May 14, 1968, and by Title to Real 
Estate of Edward Williams dated August 25, 1969. 
  
Road S-1271 (Johnson Road) – York County 
   
Upon request from York School District 1, approval was obtained from the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation Commission for the formal removal of a portion of Road S-
1271 (Johnson Road) from the State Highway System and for conveying the right of way 
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of same on May 21, 2026. Therefore, a gratis quitclaim deed conveying approximately 
0.100 miles of road right of way to York School District 1 was executed on June 2, 2026. 
 
The Department acquired right of way for Road S-1271 (Johnson Road) under File 
Number 46.631 by Right of Way Easement from York School District #1 dated October 
18, 1974. 
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Addition of a Construction Phase for Interstate 26 Corridor Improvements 
Project Exit 136 to Exit 145 (Phase II) in Orangeburg County 

 
On May 21, 2026, the SCDOT Commission approved the amendment of the 2024-2033 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) to include the Addition of a Construction Phase for 
Interstate 26 Corridor Improvements Project Exit 136 to Exit 145 (Phase II) in Orangeburg County. 
The cost for the construction phase of this interstate highway system upgrade is $400 million.  In 
accordance with SCDOT’s STIP Administration Process and Public Involvement Policy, SCDOT requested 
public comments on this project for a 21-day period from May 22, 2026 to June 11, 2026. 
 
SCDOT received one comment with questions about the Environmental Permits from a Partnering Agency. 
SCDOT provided information regarding the Environmental Document, Threatened and Endangered 
Species Studies, and SCDOT advised that permitting and coordination meetings were completed during 
the preconstruction development process.  

 
Four Year Interstate Pavement Plan  

 
On May 21, 2026, the SCDOT Commission approved the amendment of the 2024-2033 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) to include the addition of the Four Year Interstate 
Pavement Plan.  The plan includes projects for the upcoming Fiscal Years (FY) 2026-27, 2027-28, 
2028-29 and 2029-30. In accordance with Act 114 of 2007, these projects were selected for funding 
using ranking processes that are based on objective and quantifiable factors.  In accordance with 
SCDOT’s STIP Administration Process and Public Involvement Policy, SCDOT requested public 
comments on the next Four Year Interstate Pavement Plan for a 21-day period from May 22, 2026, to 
June 11, 2026.   
 
SCDOT received five comments regarding the Four Year Interstate Pavement Plan. Commenters 
expressed support for widening and improving maintenance on the interstates and adding fast pass 
lanes on the interstates.  One commenter attributed interstate congestion to driver habits.  One 
commenter expressed their support of building an interstate expansion to Myrtle Beach and Little River, 
SC. SCDOT is working through the process of reviewing these comments, sharing them as needed with 
SCDOT departments and districts, and considering each request with respect to applicable agency 
plans, engineering directives, funding and other relevant criteria.  

 
2027 Pavement Improvement Plan  

 
On May 21, 2026, the SCDOT Commission approved the amendment of the 2024-2033 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) to include the addition of the proposed 2027 Pavement 
Improvement Program. In accordance with SCDOT’s Public Involvement Policy, SCDOT requested 
public comments on these projects for a 21-day period from May 22, 2026, to June 11, 2026.  
 
SCDOT received six comments regarding this year’s proposed pavement improvement program.  Three 
comments expressed support of the plan. Three commenters included requests for paving or related 
maintenance work on roads in their communities.  
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Sample Comment Response Language: 2027 Pavement Improvement Plan 
 

Thank you for your interest in SCDOT’s 2026-2027 Pavement Improvement Program.  
 
I received your comment requesting information regarding resurfacing of Old Clemson Hwy in Oconee 
County. While this roadway is not currently planned for the Pavement Improvement Program, it will 
continue to be evaluated annually and ranked against other Oconee County Roads for inclusion in future 
program years.  
 
Please continue to let us hear from you in the future in regard to other Public Comment Notices which 
will impact you and your community.  
 

Second Round of Rural Bus and Bus Facilities Competitive Program Awards 
 

On May 21, 2026, the SCDOT Commission approved a list of Rural Bus and Bus Facilities Competitive 
Program Awards. SCDOT submitted the list of rural projects for funding under the FFY2023 Federal 
Transit Administration Bus and Bus Facilities Discretionary Award Rural Vehicle Replacement Program. 
The South Carolina Department of Transportation was awarded funding through the Grants for Buses and 
Bus Facilities Competitive Program (49 U.S.C. 5339(b)) to support the purchase of new replacement 
vehicles for rural transit agencies throughout the state. This award of FFY2023 funding was allocated to 
SCDOT through a competitive process, from proposals submitted to FTA in response to a Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO). The SCDOT Office of Public Transit issued a Statewide call for projects in November 
2025. The project will improve transit service and reliability for residents in rural South Carolina 
communities. In accordance with SCDOT’s Public Involvement Policy, SCDOT requested public comments 
on the list of eligible rural project applications received by the Office of Public Transit and recommended 
for award. SCDOT requested public comments on these projects for a 21-day period from May 22, 2026 to 
June 11, 2026.  
 
SCDOT received one comment suggesting buses be electric or PHEC due to concerns with PM2 emissions 
from diesel buses. The commenter also suggested electrified buses would promote cost and maintenance 
savings.  
 
Comment Response: Rural Bus and Bus Facilities Competitive Program Awards 

 
The FFY 2023 Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities Program was structured to support the replacement 
of existing transit vehicles, with vehicle type determinations made at the local agency level based on 
operational needs and fleet requirements. As a result, the awarded projects were limited to replacing 
vehicles with comparable vehicle types currently in service, and electric or hybrid vehicle transitions 
were not included within this funding cycle. 
 
As future funding opportunities become available, agencies may have greater flexibility to pursue 
alternative fuel technologies, including electric and hybrid vehicles, where appropriate and consistent 
with program requirements. We appreciate your comment and will continue to evaluate opportunities 
that support the evolving transportation needs of transit providers across South Carolina. 

 
Enhanced Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program 

 
On May 21, 2026, the SCDOT Commission approved a list of Rural and Small Urban applications submitted 
for funding under the FTA FFY2024 Enhanced Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities 
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Program. The South Carolina Department of Transportation was awarded funding through the Enhanced 
Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program (49 U.S.C. 5310)) to assist in improving transit 
mobility options for seniors and individuals with disabilities. SCDOT suballocates funds to eligible 
applicants, providing 80% Federal share for expenses associated with purchase of ADA-compliant vehicles 
or to administer regional Mobility Management or Purchase of Service programs.  The Office of Public 
Transit issued a Statewide call for projects in February 2026. In accordance with SCDOT’s Public 
Involvement Policy, SCDOT requested public comments on the list of eligible rural project applications 
received by the Office of Public Transit and recommended for award. SCDOT requested public comments 
on these projects for a 21-day period from May 22, 2026 to June 11, 2026. SCDOT did not receive any 
comments regarding the Enhanced Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program.  
 
 

37





38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58





59



60



61



62



63





64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73





74



75



76





77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



85


	3.0 AGENDA July 16 2026 Commission
	6.1 May 21, 2026 Commission Meeting Minutes
	6.3 Minutes May 21, 2026 Audit Committee
	8.0 SOT Report July2026
	8.1a Surplus Property Detail
	Surplus Property Submittal

	8.1b Public Comment Summary for Commission Mtg July 16 2026
	9.1 Changes to State Highway System July 16 2026
	9.2 Revision of STIP (Highway)
	9.3 Revision of STIP (Transit)
	9.4 21 Day Public Comment (Bridges)
	9.5 Ratification of Extensions
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



