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1 
 

CULTURAL RESOURCE FIELD REPORT 

SCDOT ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION 
 

 
 
TITLE: Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of Proposed Improvements to the S-37-51 Bridge over Snow Creek 
 
DATE OF RESEARCH: 7/24/23    ARCHAEOLOGIST: Lauren Christian, MA, RPA 

 
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN: Sean Stucker, MHP  

 
COUNTY:  Oconee                                  PROJECT: Closed and Load Restricted Bridge Replacements- Package 19 
 
F.  A.  No.:                                              File No.                                       PIN: P041166 
 
DESCRIPTION:  
 
The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) proposes to replace various closed or load-restricted 
bridges including the S-37-51 (Snow Creek Road) bridge over Snow Creek in Oconee County, South Carolina. The 
project area is defined as that area within 75 feet of either side of the proposed roadway centerline and extending 1,500 
feet, centered on the bridge. The archaeological survey covered the entire project area, while the architectural survey 
examined the Area of Potential Effects (APE), defined as all above-ground resources with sightlines to the bridge. 
This cultural resource survey was performed under contract with HNTB. 
 
LOCATION:   
 
The project is located along Snow Creek Road (State Road S-37-51) approximately 4.75 miles southwest of the city 
of Seneca in southern Oconee County, South Carolina (Figure 1). 
 
 
USGS QUADRANGLE:  Seneca, SC, and Fair Play, SC                                   DATE:   2014      SCALE:  1:24000 
 
UTM:  NAD83      ZONE:    17N                  EASTING: 317161  NORTHING: 3833121 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:  
 
The project area is situated in the Piedmont physiographic region, which is characterized by rolling hills formed from 
extensive weathering of ancient mountain ranges. The topography in the project area ranges from 790 feet above mean 
sea level (amsl) at the north and south terminus to 850 feet amsl in the vicinity of Snow Creek. The surrounding 
landscape is mostly rural. Vegetation in the southeastern portion consists of pasture, manicured lawn, residential 
buildings, and mixed pines and hardwoods with a moderate understory.  
  
NEAREST RIVER/STREAM AND DISTANCE:   
 
Snow Creek bisects the project area and flows into Coneross Creek (Hydrological unit code [HUC] 0306010105) 
approximately 2.5 miles west of the project area. Coneross Creek drains into Lake Hartwell-Seneca River (HUC 
0306010108), which is a tributary of the Savannah River (HUC 03060103) approximately 12.5 miles east of Hartwell, 
Georgia, approximately 21 miles southeast of the project area.  
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SOIL TYPE:  

Soils in the project area were formed from alluvium or residuum weathered from granite, gneiss, and/or diorite. All 
of the soils in the project area are well-drained. By the early twentieth century, continuous row cropping destroyed 
soil nutrients, and large tracts of farmland were rendered unsuitable for cultivation. The Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NCRS) maps six of the seven soil types in the project area (76.8 percent) as eroded (Table 1; 
Figure 2).

Table 1. Soils Mapped in the Project Area
Map 
Unit Map Name Drainage Class Notes Acres in 

Project Area
Percent of 

Project Area
CdD2 Cecil sandy loam Well Drained 10–15% slopes, eroded 0.6 11.4
HsB2 Hiwassee sandy loam Well Drained 2–6% slopes, eroded 0.3 5.4
LdB2 Lloyd sandy loam Well Drained 2–6% slopes, eroded 0.2 4.5
LdC2 Lloyd sandy loam Well Drained 6–10% slopes, eroded 1.2 23.6
LdD2 Lloyd sandy loam Well Drained 10–15% slopes, eroded 0.4 7.0
LdE2 Lloyd sandy loam Well Drained 15–25% slopes, eroded 1.3 24.9
Mv Riverview-Chewacla complex Well Drained 0–2% slopes, frequently floods 1.2 23.2

Total 5.2 100

REFERENCE FOR SOILS INFORMATION:   

USDA-NCRS Soil Survey Division, Custom Soil Resource Report (websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov).  

GROUND SURFACE VISIBILITY: 0% ___ 1-25% _X_ 26-50% ___ 51-75% ___ 76-100% ___

CURRENT VEGETATION:  

The vegetation in the project area primarily consists of mixed pines and hardwoods with a moderately dense understory 
mostly in the northwest portion and the southern bank of Snow Creek. The northeastern portion primarily contains a 
large, manicured lawn and the southwest portion consists of an enclosed, overgrown pasture. Additionally, exposed 
subsoil is present along the northeastern bank of the creek, which shows signs of moderate erosion (Figures 3–5).  

INVESTIGATION:   
BACKGROUND RESEARCH

New South Associates, Inc. (NSA) conducted background research prior to fieldwork using the ArchSite GIS database 
maintained by the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology (SCIAA) and the South Carolina 
Department of Archives and History (SCDAH). The background research indicated that there are no previously 
recorded cultural resources within the project area or the 0.5-mile search radius, and no cultural resources surveys 
have been conducted in the vicinity of the project area.  

SURVEY RESULTS

The archaeological survey identified no sites or isolated finds within the project area. The architectural survey recorded 
one new resource with two sub-resources. The results of both the archaeological and architectural surveys are 
discussed below.  

ARCHAEOLOGY

The Phase I Archaeology Survey was conducted on July 24, 2023. Lauren Christian, MA, RPA, served as Field 
Director and was assisted in the field by Archaeological Technician John Tomko. The archaeological investigation 
included a pedestrian walkover of the entire project area and the excavation of shovel tests at 30-meter (100-foot) 
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intervals within the project area. Shovel tests were placed along a single transect parallel to either side of Snow Creek 
Road (State Road S-37-51). Soil profiles were recorded for all excavated shovel tests, and location data was recorded 
for all investigated shovel tests using handheld GPS instruments. 

Thirty-one shovel test locations were plotted at 30-meter intervals across the project area. All areas were documented 
by shovel test excavation or by examining exposed subsoil (Figure 6). Along both sides of S-37-51, spotty exposed 
subsoil could be seen along the entirety of the project area except for the south end, where STs 12 to 23 contained 
little to no surface visibility.

The general soil profile noted was subsoil on the surface, consisting of 10+ centimeters of reddish brown (5YR 4/4) 
sandy clay subsoil (Figure 7), while one shovel test consisted of approximately four centimeters of dark reddish brown 
(5YR 3/4) silty loam Ap horizon overlying a reddish brown (5YR 4/4) sandy clay subsoil (Figure 8). No archaeological 
sites or isolated finds were identified in the project area.  

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY

On August 31, 2023, Architectural Historian Sean Stucker, MHP, conducted the architectural survey of the APE, 
which was defined as all above-ground resources 50 years of age or older with sightlines to the bridge. Such resources 
were documented with South Carolina State Survey forms and photography and assessed for NRHP eligibility in 
accordance with the South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Survey Manual: South Carolina 
Statewide Survey of Historic Places. One architectural resource and two sub-resources were recorded, but the bridge 
itself, constructed in 1952, was not evaluated per the exemptions associated with the FHWA’s Post-1945 Bridges 
Program Comment (U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration 2012). This bridge (ID 
01892) is of a common type, with a substructure comprised of prestressed concrete channel beams and cross-braced
wood piers that are embedded into the creek banks, a precast-concrete panel deck structure, and a bituminous decking 
surface (Figure 9). Newly identified resources are listed in Table 2 and are depicted in Figure 10, and they are discussed 
below.

Table 2. Newly Recorded Architectural Resources

Site No. Address Style/Type Build Date NRHP 
Recommendation

0161 150 Snow Creek Road Front-gabled bungalow c. 1945 Not Eligible
0161.01 150 Snow Creek Road Outbuilding c. 1950s Not Eligible
0161.02 150 Snow Creek Road Garage c. 1950s Not Eligible

SHPO Site Numbers 0161-0161.02 – 150 Snow Creek Road

Facing east from its site on the west side of Snow Creek Road and located approximately 400 feet north of the subject 
bridge over Snow Creek, SHPO Site Number 0161 is a front-gabled bungalow for which Oconee County tax records
list a construction date of 1950. However, it is visible in 1947 aerial imagery, but is not represented on the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation County Road Map for Oconee County from 1939, so the house is assumed to have been 
built circa 1945 (NETRonline 2023; South Carolina Department of Transportation 1939). The house does not appear 
to be occupied, and heavy foliage surrounding it during the survey obscured most of both side elevations. 

The one-story frame house has a rectangular historic core, a front-gabled composition shingle roof, and what appears 
to be a three-bay symmetrical façade with a central door flanked by single windows. Much of the façade is obscured 
by the variety of items that are stored on the front porch. The façade windows and the few that are visible on the side
and rear elevations are all three-pane metal awning units, and the top half of the front door has three staggered
rectangular panes that resemble the three-pane windows. A gabled roof structure that is stepped down several feet 
from the main gable and that is supported on square wooden posts covers the front porch. The porch spans most of 
the façade, and it has a raised, poured concrete surface with a single concrete step centered on the front door. A similar
concrete porch is located on the rear, though it is raised higher on a concrete masonry unit (CMU) foundation with 
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stacked CMUs for steps. This porch is engaged beneath a continuous roofline instead of being sheltered by a separate 
gable structure, suggesting it may have been added. A one-room shed roof addition that is also on a CMU foundation,
and which appears to contain a bathroom (based on the vent stack and room size) is appended to the south end. It is 
accessed only from the porch. The exterior walls and eaves are clad in vinyl, much of it in failing condition, and the 
roof is covered in biological growth. An interior brick chimney with an arched brick cap is on the north slope near the 
rear of the house. The core foundation is not visible (Figure 11). 

SHPO Site Numbers 0161.01 and 0161.02 are outbuildings that do not seem to appear in the grainy 1947 aerial imagery, 
but the house appears to be surrounded by multiple structures in imagery from 1956, so they are assumed to have been 
built circa 1950s (NETRonline 2023; United States Geological Survey 1956). These outbuildings do not appear to be 
in active use. A modular home located about 100 feet to the south is the only occupied building on the property. SHPO 
Site Number 0161.01 is a frame storage outbuilding with a front-gabled raised seam metal roof with exposed rafter 
tails. Facing east, a single-leaf vertical-board wooden door centered on this primary elevation is held up by a single 
hinge, but no windows or other openings are visible elsewhere across the three visible elevations (north, south, and 
east). Although some boards are cracked, and the building is heavily weathered, the flushboard siding is in stable 
condition overall, including at ground level where it obscures the foundation. The building’s original use is unknown
(Figure 21). Sited fewer than 10 feet to the south of SHPO Site Number 0161.01, SHPO Site Number 0161.02 is a 
small frame building with a raised seam metal shed roof that pitches eastward. There are no openings across the three 
visible elevations (north, south, and east), and, while the building’s original use is unknown, its size and design suggest 
a well or pump house of some sort. The flushboard siding and metal roofing matches that of the neighboring SHPO 
Site Number 0161.01 (Figure 13).

Although SHPO Site Number 0161 is a circa 1945 front-gabled bungalow, it is not a distinctive or noteworthy example 
of this commonplace South Carolina house type. Its integrity is, furthermore, impacted by both the additions and the 
replacement exterior cladding. SHPO Site Number 0161.01 and SHPO Site Number 0161.02 are similarly 
unnoteworthy examples of common South Carolina building types (rural outbuildings), neither of which appear to 
function as historically intended or to be in use at all. None of the three buildings were found to embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a style, period, or method of construction nor to possess significance for their engineering or 
materials. They are not known to be associated with events or persons significant in the past. Therefore, these resources 
are recommended as not individually eligible for the NRHP under Criteria A, B, or C.

REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

The survey identified no archaeological sites or isolated finds. One new architectural resource and two sub-resources 
were recorded, but none are recommended as eligible for the NRHP. The proposed project, as currently defined, would
have no effects on historic properties.  

SIGNATURE:    Principal Investigator    DATE: April 17, 2024 



S-37-51 over Snow Creek Bridge Replacement
February 2024 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND FIGURES

NETRonline. 2023. NETRonline: Historic Aerials - Viewer. Historic Aerials. 
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer, accessed August 25, 2023.

South Carolina Department of Transportation. 1939. Oconee County. South Carolina Department of Transportation 
County Road Maps. United States Federal Highway Administration. University of South Carolina 
Government Information and Maps Department. University of South Carolina Digital Collections.

United States Geological Survey. 1956. 1956 Aerial Photo of Pickens County, South CarolinaAerial Photograph. 
EarthExplorer.

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. 2012. Program Comment for Actions 
Affecting Post-1945 Concrete and Steel Bridges. Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Washington, 
D.C.



S-37-51 over Snow Creek Bridge Replacement
February 2024

Figure 1: Project Location Map
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Figure 2: Soils Mapped in the Project Area
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Figure 3: Wooded Portion of Project Area (Looking South)

Figure 4: Pasture in Southwest Portion of Project Area

Figure 5: Manicured Landscape in Northeast Portion of Project Area and Vegetation along 
Creek Banks (Looking North)
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Figure 6: Shovel Tests Results Map
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Figure 7: Soil Profile of STP 28 (Looking North)

Figure 8: Soil Profile of STP 16 (Looking North)



S-37-51 over Snow Creek Bridge Replacement
February 2024

Figure 9: S-37-51 Bridge over Snow Creek, Built 1952 and Not Assessed (Looking Northwest)
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Figure 10: Newly Recorded Cultural Resources Map
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Figure 11: SHPO Site Number 0161 – 150 Snow Creek Road

     
a. Oblique, Looking Southwest                               b. Façade, Looking West

c. Rear Oblique, Looking Southeast                       d. Roof Detail, Looking South
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Figure 12: SHPO Site Number 0161.01 – 150 Snow Creek Road

a. Façade, Looking West

b. Oblique, Looking Southwest

c. Oblique with both Outbuildings, Looking Northwest



S-37-51 over Snow Creek Bridge Replacement
February 2024

Figure 13: SHPO Site Number 0161.02 – 150 Snow Creek Road

a. Oblique, Looking Southwest 

b. Oblique, Looking Northwest
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SCDOT Permit Determination 
Form & Water Quality 
Information Report 



Revised 04/2024 

PERMIT TYPE:

(   )   It has been determined that no permit is required because: 

(   )   The following permit(s) is/are necessary: 

The determination above was based on the most recently available information at the time. This 
 is a preliminary determination and is subject to change if the design of the project is modified.   

_____________________________ 

From: Company:

Contact Info (phone and/or email): 

Permit Manager: 

Project Name: 

County:

MITIGATION: 
Mitigation Bank:   YES   NO

Mitigation Bank Name:

Is it within a 408 Project:  YES  NO

408 Project Name:

408 PROJECT INFO: 

PERMIT DETERMINATION 

Project ID:

(Optional) Structure #:

Navigable Permit  State NAV USCG

CAP GPIndividual CAP

GP IP NWP

Date: 

STUDY AREA: 
Does there appear to be WOTUS in the study area?  YES  NO

Matt DeWitt Robbins & DeWitt

matt.dewitt@robbins-dewitt.com

Will McGoldrick - Alternative Delivery Coordinator

S-51 over Snow Creek

Big Generostee Creek Mitigation Bank

Based on the conceptual bridge design, impacts to jurisdictional waters have been avoided.







Category Common Name Scientific Name Protection Status 
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External Email: Use caution when clicking on links, replying, or opening attachments.

From: PITTS, MICHAEL, E.
To: eyesseeitall@gmail.com
Cc: MCGOLDRICK, WILLIAM, R.; Robert Flagler; Nicole Weirich
Subject: SCDOT Bridge Package 21 - Public Comment Response
Date: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 12:38:50 PM

Good Afternoon –
 
Thank you for your comment on the proposed replacement of the S-37-51 bridge on Snow Creek Road in
Oconee County, SC. Your feedback and support is appreciated.
 
Thank you,
 

Michael Pitts, PE, Assoc. DBIA
Office of Alternative Delivery
 

P 803-737-2566   E pittsme@scdot.org
 

South Carolina Department of Transportation
955 Park Street, P.O. Box 191, Columbia, SC 29202-0191

 
 
  
 
 


