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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION

The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) has identified the need to
reconfigure the existing 1-85 and 1-385 interchange in Greenville County. The purpose of
the project is to improve the existing deficient interchange to accommodate the existing
and projected traffic volumes. Specifically, this interchange currently ranks #2 on the
SCDOT priority list of deficient interchanges. Due to the unknown and potentially
widespread impacts of this interchange reconfiguration on 1-385, 1-85, and the adjacent
interchanges, the project was divided into multiple phases of work, as described below:

Phase | (Complete):  Phase Il (In progress): Phase 111 (To be

Phase | consisted of traffic Phase Il includes the preparation  determined):

analysis, alternative conceptual of an Environmental Assessment Phase 11 includes the negotiation/
designs, and an overview of per the National Environmental acquisition of new right-of-way;
potential impacts of several Policy Act (NEPA) and ultimate development of final construction
alternatives. The results of this development of final right-of-way plans; and construction of the
phase will be incorporated into  plans. project. Phase Il1 is anticipated to
Phase I1. begin as early as 2012 with right-

of-way negotiations.

PUBLIC MEETING DESCRIPTION

The purpose of this meeting was to provide an opportunity to review and discuss
individually with representatives from the SCDOT the need for the project, limits of the
project, and the various alternatives that have been developed. Personnel from, and
representing the SCDOT were available to answer questions and discuss the project with
interested citizens on an individual basis. In addition, participants were encouraged to
submit any comments or questions utilizing the available comment forms; electronically
through the SCDOT website (http://www.scdot.org, “Public Hearings Quicklink™); or by
contacting Mr. Tommy Elrod.
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2.0 PUBLIC MEETING ATTENDEES

Name Address
David Squillace 139 Charles Drive, Piedmont SC
George Scott 106 Whispering Hollow Road, Greenville SC
Judy Scott 106 Whispering Hollow Road, Greenville SC
Sharon E. Johnson 10 Frosty MDW. Court, Greenville SC
Don Fogle 164 Glassy Road, Landrum SC 29356
Jim Doolittle 19 Springhaven Court, Simpsonville SC
Will Hannifin 21 Creek Ridge Road, Greenville SC 29607

George Lukemire

311 Parker Scalton Road, Simpsonville SC

Ruth Lukemire

311 Parker Scalton Road, Simpsonville SC

Patrick Tyndall FHWA

Matthew Grant 68 Cardinal Creek Drive, Greenville SC 29607
Stan Smith 1025 Woodruff Road, Greenville SC 29607
Nick Rotondo 710 N. Maple Street, Simpsonville SC 29681
Jay Sinnett 201 Briton Way, Greenville SC 29615

Carolyn Freshour

913 Crestwyck Lane, Greenville SC 26515

Keith Brockington

1 Boyce Avenue, Greenville SC 29601

Ed Jenson

WORD Radio

Dennis Garber

109 Heritage Lane, Simpsonville SC 29681

Mike Ridgeway

801 Mahawk Drive, North Columbia SC 29619

David Nelson 670 Verdae Boulevard, Greenville SC
Kendall Gray 610 Old Pelzer Road, Piedmont SC
Rodney Dell 11 Woodway Drive, Greer SC

Jonathan Pyle 2501 Utafal Drive, Greenville SC

Bryan Pyle 335 Ascot Ridge Lane, 29650

Jack Valetti 48 Brookfield Oaks Drive

Ross Knight 35 Pond Bluff Lane

John Gardner 111 Royal Oak Road 29607

Dan Chism 109 Laure Meadows 29607

Terry Stem 213 Holts Lane, Simpsonville SC 29681
WYFF WYFF

Mark Elliott 17 Western Brook Lane 2962

Harry Balick 140 Coventry Road, Greenville SC 29615

Margaret Hunter

206 Sharron Lake Circle 29615
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Mike Hunter

206 Sharron Lake Circle 29615

Phil Hampton

1 POW Bluff Lane, Greenville SC

John Edwards

(no address given)

Karolyn Edwards

(no address given)

Joe Razum

210 Burning Bush Road, Greenville SC

Frank Mansbach

128 Sandpiper Lane, Greenville SC 29607

Ben Espada

219 Walnut Trace Court, Simpsonville SC 29681

Mark Lamore

23 Heather (unreadable), Simpsonville SC 29681

Roan Garcia Oint

106 Brockman Drive, Mauldin SC 29662

Barry Pyle

335 Asers Ridge Lane, Greer SC 29650

Scott Grand

111 St. Andrews Way

Susan Grand

111 St. Andrews Way

Rick Sumerel 124 Verdae Boulevard

John Eby WYFF

Mark Barber 1700 Wade Hampton Boulevard
Mayor Don Godbey 105 Gail Drive, Mauldin SC

John Hoffman

107 Bell Road

Dwayne Heuson

122 Merrit Drive, Easley SC

Larry Freshour

913 Crestwyck Lane, Greenville SC 29615

Joe Jaynes 213 Olegon Street, Greenville SC 29605
Greg Minton 5 Eagle Ridge Lane, Greenville SC 29615
Laura Griffin 227 West Trade Street, Charlotte NC 28202

Charles Brockman

407 Muddy Ford Road, Greenville SC 29615

Jean Brockman

407 Muddy Ford Road, Greenville SC 29615

Phil Verzella 2455 Bull Hill Road, Gray Court 29645

Roy Curtis Brockman 403 Muddy Ford Road, Greenville SC 29615
Nate Cary Greenville News

Jack Postle Cascades

Jim Biggers Cascades

Rebecca Armes 207 Pike Court, Simpsonville SC 29681

Dwayne Cooper

10 Page Lane, Greenville SC 29607

Adam Mercer

439 S Buncombe Rd Apt. 408,Greer SC 29650

Dave Pzakeju

560 Stone Ridge Road

Louie P. Wallace, IlI

1031 Scott Drive, Thomasville, AL 36784

Laura Diaz

307 W. Park Avenue, Greenville SC 29601
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Mitchell Bradford

120 Truett Place, Simpsonville SC 29681

Sherry Bradford 120 Truett Place, Simpsonville SC 29681
Chris Trabookis 5 Woods Edge Court, Greenville SC 29615
Cathy Dyer 1266 Woodruff Road, Greenville SC 29607
Chris Jordan SCDOT

Davis Baron 108 Compton Drive, Greenville SC 29615
Tim Miller 206 Chestnut Oaks, Simpsonville SC

Joyce Peterson

222 Cannon Circle, Greenville SC

Tom Jones

204 Honey Horn Drive, Simpsonville SC

Marcia Jones

204 Honey Horn Drive, Simpsonville SC

Bill Eswin 101 Cedar Court, Greenville SC

J. Austin 308 McCarter, Greenville SC

R. Hoffman 208 Ledgewood Way, Greenville SC

Pete Kellos 16 Carter Run Court, Simpsonville SC 29681
Gray Cecll 21 Interstate Court, Greenville SC 29615
Darrel Fields 107 Lemon Circle Drive, Lyman SC 29365
S. Rahyn 1143 Woodruff Road, Greenville SC 29607

Susan Bradley

3 Starling Court, Greenville SC 29607

Batina Feaster

SCDOT

Betsy Baumgardner

107 Wilderness Lane, Greenville SC 29607
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3.0 SUMMARY OF WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS

Written Public Comment
Submitted By

Comment

I represent the Cascades Continuing Care

Willis Hannifin Retirement community which would have been
21 Creekridge Rd Greenville, SC | heavily impacted by the two alternatives which
29607 were dropped from considerations in December.
That action was much appreciated and the
flexibility and willingness to consider all
alternatives is appreciated. Good meeting and
presentation of a complicated issue and situation.
Phil Hamilton Post 3D version of planned project on DOT
1 Pond Blufflane Greenville, SC | websites for public awareness.
29607 Consider installing red light cameras at
intersections along Woodruff Road, Haywood and
Roper Mountain roads. Real effective in stopping
vehicles blocking intersections, etc. Not to mention
revenues generated.
Terry Stein Add red light cameras to provide temporary
213 Harts Ln. Simpsonville SC improvement in traffic flow until major project is
29681 implemented.
Jim Doolittle Alternative 4 gets my vote.

19 Springhaven Court,
Simpsonville, SC 29681

Number 4 and 2C are certainly similar, but | prefer
the loop from 385 NB to 85 SB removed as
Alternative 4 accomplishes.

Anything (almost) would be an improvement.
Please follow the sage advice of Larry the Cable
guy and “Git ‘R Dun!”

Mathew Grant
68 Cardinal Dr.
Greenville SC 29601

Alternative 4 has the most upside to improving the
interchange traffic but it must be coordinated with
Greenville County Woodruff Rd since there will
still exist an “X” crossing of traffic for those coming
from 1-85 and wanting to merge onto 1-385S to the
Woodruff Road exit. The increase in travel length
on Woodruff to get to old Greenville Mall
/Hollywood 20 will increase congestion on an
already busy corridor. Please consider one way
access onto Roper Mtn Road from 1-85N and one
way access from Roper onto I-85N onto the
collector access Road in Alternative 4. This would
serve as a secondary access point and alleviate some
of the peak traffic. Coordinate that effort with
expansion of Roper Mtn. between Feaster Road and
Roper Mtn.
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Keith Brockington, AICP
1 Boyce Ave
Greenville SC 29601

As a planner for the Greenville County Planning
Dept. and the GPAS MPO, | would request that the
option for a 1-385 at Woodruff Rd SPUI be
reconsidered for either option. This interchange is
one of the most congested in the region. Fixing the
immediate problem of the 1-85 at 1-385 is pointless
if the adjacent interchanges are left to wallow.

Please consider adding it to both 2C and 4. Thanks!

Nick Rotondo
710 IV. Maple St # 4, Simpsonville
SC 29681

1. Make an entire bridge to go directly from 85
coming off Woodruff Road that gets traffic
going to Greenville Mall directly into there
instead of onto Woodruff Rd.

2. Make an exit ramp onto Garlington Rd
because GE has so many employees that
could be eliminated from using the
Woodruff Road exits off 85 or 385

3. Get rid of the 1-185 toll booths and make it a
free passage to and from 85 to 25, Fork
Shoals, 385 and others! Since it is a loser
anyhow.

John Huffman
107 Bell Road GVL SC 29607

1. Subsidize 1-85 toll road- make it “free”!

Take all 1-85 traffic bound for Columbia out of
the mix- they take 185- free and never come into the
nether world of Woodruff/385/85.

2. Provide take off into “Shops at Greenridge”
from Feeder Road, (85 to 385 Feeder) into
“shops...”

3. Caution: Roper Mountain will become a
huge problem as you close the Woodruff
road exit from 385 southbound

Good luck!

Sharon Johnson
10 Frosty Meadow CT Greenville
SC 29615

Remember to keep in mind the impact the redesign
of the 1-85/ 1-385 interchange has on the other
roads especially Woodruff. If you improve the flow
on the interstates but make Woodruff Rd worse, no
one will be happy.

Also please consider putting in secondary roads
behind Target connecting Woodruff Rd industrial,
Green Heron Dr. and Ketron w/ Verdae. This will
relieve a lot of traffic on Woodruff Rd.

Also the bridge at St Rd. 435 and 1-85 needs
widening for traffic and pedestrian use.
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Matthew Grant
68 Cardinal Creek Drive
Greenville, SC 29607

The SCDOT should reference the direct/direct off
design for on ramp into the Old Greenville Mall
from the upstate NY design for Crossgates Mall on
1-87 just outside of Albany, NY. Another
consideration should be direct on ramp access from
Greenridge shopping plaza to the 1-85N/1-385 north
and south access point. The main source of traffic
is people trying to get to the shops at Greenridge
and the Hollywood 20 cinema. SCDOT should
work with Greenville County to make a secondary
access road that combines all shopping plazas from
1-385/Woodruff Rd ramp to Feaster Road (This
would merge the Sam’s Club/ Wal-Mart/Hobby
Lobby shopping plazas). The Costco/Old
Greenville Mall shopping plazas should also be
merged. Please also work with the County to join
Market Point Drive and Carolina Pkwy as well as
provide “left turn” lights where there are dedicated
left turn lanes.

Mark McLemore
23 Heather Stone Court
Simpsonville, SC 29680

First, thank you for asking the public’s input. This
project, as we all know, is way overdue and the
sooner we can get started the better. In comparing
both proposed designs, Alternative 4 appears to be
the best option. The option removes all the existing
cloverleafs and replaces them with flyover direct
access. This will help keep traffic flowing at a
higher rate of speed vs. slowing down to go up or
down a blind cloverleaf.

Barry Pyle
335 Ascot Ridge Lane
Greer, SC 29650

I prefer option 4 because it is simple and eliminates
the dangerous turns. Also because it will get rid of
traffic and afternoon rushes.

Bryan Pyle
335 Ascot Ridge Lane
Greer, SC 29650

Of the two proposed alternatives, | prefer option 4.
I like the simple design of the new structure;
however, | don’t like the early off ramps in the
design. They seem to have no forgiveness in them.

Tom Jones
204 Honey Horn Drive
Simpsonville, SC 29681

I like the alternative 4 with the loop from 1-385 left
to get to Woodruff Road past the shops of
Greenridge.

Harry Bolick
140 Conventry Road
Greenville, SC 29615

1. Best selection is #4 — good flyover from
Woodruff Road to 85 south.

2. Put SPUI bridges on Woodruff/385 and 85.

3. DOT - Rail Road — GE plan show 4 large
bridges for Garlington & RR. Wise traffic
for GE.
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4. Widen Hudson Road

Study alternative for less “op home” traffic
from Greenville City to by-pass Woodruff
Road.

6. Widen Roper Mtn. Road extension.

o

Barry Pyle Both options will be a huge improvement. 1'd
335 Ascot Ridge Lane prefer option 4 as it completely eliminates the tight
Greer, SC 29650 radius loop altogether which reduces my safety
concerns over speeding this turn. 1 like the idea of
flyovers as long as they are graceful and add class
to the roadway. | was very pleased to see that the
“bottleneck” on 85 NB just prior to Pelham Road
will be eliminated — widened and the off ramps to
Pelham Road will be widened. My concern with
option 4 is that it seems once you “commit” to
getting off 385 that you don’t really have an
opportunity or 2" chance to get back/stay on it.
My regret is that this is still 2 years out from
starting and will take 3 years to complete
afterward. Long overdue!

Jay Sinnett My ranking of the listed deficiencies:
201 Briton Way 1-bad problem; 2 - fair; 3 - bad; 4 — bad; 5 - fair
Greenville, SC 29615 (not so bad); 6 — fair; 7 — fair; 8 — fair

My vote is for solution 4 — smoother pathways (and
cool multi-level.
Problems not addressed:

1. Weave of 1-385 SB between Roper Mtn and
1-85. A car entering 385 from Roper Mtn
needs to quickly cross 2 lanes in order to
stay on 385 SB!

2. Gridlock on Woodruff 1-85 Bridge. The
buffers for left-turn traffic from Woodruff
to 1-85 in either direction are inadequate.
Cars queue up and block the intersections,
creating true gridlock. Why not use the
“butterfly” interchange like Highway 14?
Thanks for extending 1-85 lanes across
Rocky Creek.

Small quibble: The little back road from Roper
Mountain to Chrome Drive will be blocked. It’s a
convenient way to go from Roper Mtn. to
Greenridge without the backup at the Roper /
Garlington intersection.
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Darrel Fields Alternative 2C
107 Lemon Creek Drive -The new 385 South exit from 85 South — should the
Lyman SC 29365 2 lane taper down be moved back towards (no name

inserted here) to move the 2 lane to 1 Lane
competition out of the curve at the bridge approach
to a safer straight taper before the curve into the
bridge approach.

-The new 385 North exit from 85 south at the
Woodruff Road single left lane/single 385 North
split — should the 385 north continue as a 2 lane
thru the split with 1 lane splitting left as indicated
to eliminate left to right lane passing/competition.
-385 South bound Woodruff Road exit - would
moving the new 385 south Woodruff Road exit
ramp to existing 385 south to 85 north exit ramp
and splitting the Woodruff Road traffic to the right
lane and bridging into the proposed new Woodruff
collector give you more vehicle storage and better
distance for speed and visual than the proposed
new 385 south to Woodruff collector.

Alternate 4 — seems the better flow choice.

-385 South to Woodruff Road — could the new exit
proposed to the existing 385 South to 85N collector
and split the Woodruff Road exit out of the right
lane and bridge to the 85N to Woodruff ramp
(either high or low) to stop exit competition and
give more vehicle storage.

-385N collector to 85 South-could a crossover from
the proposed new ramp access the 85 South to 385
South flyover bridge to give access to the existing 85
South Woodruff Road Exit to alleviate extra heavy
loop traffic on Woodruff from Roper Mountain.

Don Fogle An 1-85 southbound direct access ramp to
164 Glassy Road Woodruff Road must be provided for the following
Landrum, SC 29356 reasons:

1. Diverting this traffic to either the I-
385/Roper Mtn Road interchange or the I-
385/Woodruff access will only add to the
peak hour congestion that already exists at
these locations.

2. Reasonable access to existing businesses
along Woodruff Road between Roper
Mountain Road and 1-385 should be
maintained to avoid negative economic
impact.

3. The magnitude of future development along
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Woodruff Road will be dependent upon

providing expected access to this corridor.
And last but not least, the Department is to be
highly commended for coming up with an excellent
solution to the weaving problems that now prevail.

George & Judy Scott
106 Whispering Hollow Road
Greenville SC 29615

First impression is that a thoughtful approach to
solution options occurred!

1. Twice a year late fall/early spring, sun angle
falls directly in path horizon southbound
and causes as much slowdown as exits!

2. Whispering Hollow to Muddy Ford
connection extremely dangerous as driver
cannot see though tunnel! Most dangerous
on bright sunny days!

3. The dead end of Whispering Hollow has
become a trash dump especially since
Enoree County Landfill is now closed to
commercial handlers! This is s state road
not City or County!

4. The current highway discharge at 106
Whispering Hollow is NOT located at the
property line easement but on our property!

5. When the 4 lanes were expanded to 6 lanes
the runoff increased dramatically! So when
6 lanes become 9 lanes, the increase will
again escalate and will require remediation
all the way to “Rocky Creek” near Muddy
Ford!

6. If the present homes on Whispering Hollow
are not acquired by SCDOT, what noise
prevention techniques will be incorporated?

7. What provisions are being made for traffic
rerouting during Roper Mtn overpass
construction specifically Muddy Ford
underpass/Whispering Hollow Road/

8. Thanks for the presentation and the
opportunity to comment.

9. Please keep us on your distribution list for
project activities.

10. Please provide details and ID project
regarding 4™ lane Pelham to 1-385 that is
already planned according to newspapers!
Distribution: Tommy Elrod

Clint Link
Gaye Sprague
11. Website PDF files indicate partial rerouting
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of Whispering Hollow Road and property
acquisition. Nothing has been done to the
entire length of roadway since 1973
probably earlier!

12. Have lived at above address since 1973 and
will be glad to offer any knowledge or
assistance desired!

Mrs. Maura S. Copsey I would like to register my opinion AGAINST
closing the Woodruff Rd. exit from 1-85. | have
lived in Downtown Greenville for more than 20
years. My primary route to access Woodruff Rd. is
to take 385, to 1-85 then to the Woodruff Rd. exit.
This route provides the quickest route with the least
amount of traffic. Please do not close this exchange
as part of the current widening project. Many
drivers will be very unhappy to have this access
route closed. Please feel free to contact me directly
with any questions or comments. Thank you.

Earnest G. Trammell The long-term negative impact of this project will
477 Compton Road be irreversible. Ozone standards for the Greenville
Clinton SC 29325 SC area set by the EPA will in the near future be
864-833-4789 lowered to protect the health and safety of its

residents. The effect of increased traffic brought on
by lane increases in the impacted area will make
the new standard unobtainable for existing and new
business and industry. Interchanges in the
proposed area should be designed green friendly.
Past recommendations/proposals by the USDOT
for SCDOT to build a limited access connector
from 1-85 in Anderson County SC to I- 385/SC49 In
Laurens County SC would help eliminate
approximately 10-15% of traffic flow in the
proposed area of the project. This reduction would
help in keeping the area within EPA ozone
guidelines. Why are you letting already spent
money on this project be forgotten when it is so
vitally needed? The SCDOT proposal would
without doubt do the opposite. Furthermore: The
completion of the SC 72 *“old truck route” from
Atlanta GA to Charlotte NC needs to be realized —
work on the project stopped at 126 in Laurens
County SC with the overpass completion.
SCDOT’s excuse for delay is that too many hills
and gullies exist in and around Whitmire, SC to
continue.” This completed project would eliminate
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another 10-15? Of traffic flow in the proposed area
of the project. Ten unacceptable ozone level
warnings were issued by the SC Department of
Health and Environmental Control in 2010 for the
area in question. If this project goes to fruition —
industrial and commercial emission will be set so
low that it will not be economical feasible to make
profit as auto traffic is permitted by road designers
to add considerably more than its fair share to
acceptable emissions limits — leaving business and
industry to fend for themselves for the remainder.
The results are pure economics: development will
reach a plateau in the area. SC’s major industrial
center is the “Upstate” where the project is
proposed. “Midstate” where business, politics and
education abound or the “Low state” where
tourism flourishes don’t have the workforce or
infrastructure to absorb the role industry would
place upon them - thus resulting in an
unprecedented loss of revenue to a state already
plagued with socio-economic concerns: where one
in four don’t eat well on a daily basis. If vehicular
traffic continues to be permitted to consume a large
percentage of the acceptable emissions in the
project area — industrial expansion will cease
because they can’t afford to pay twice for emission
control.  Industry’s cost per pound to treat
emissions will be much greater than what
regulations normally require because the
competition for what limit is left over from
vehicular traffic. Taxes, wages and utility costs are
predictable; but dealing with an almost depleted
emission limit from the planning stage is unheard
of. How can the SCDOT knowingly — without a
long term impact study on emissions — bring in
more vehicles to use up the majority of the
acceptable emission limit in the area while ignoring
the long term damage they are doing or will do to
new industry that now will never consider SC as a
viable location to put people to work.

Larry W. Hasselfeld, VP
Drury Hotels

On Thursday January 27, 2011, SCDOT held a
public information meeting at Beck Academy
regarding the Project. | was unable to attend the
meeting, but did visit the SCDOT website to review
the information that was disseminated at the
meeting. You have asked for comments from
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affected stakeholders regarding the Project and
that is the purpose of this letter. For your
information, Drury Inns, Inc. now manages the
hotel for DDC Hotels, Inc. as a result of a corporate
reorganization.

We would support the original Alternative #2 since
it allowed traffic from both southbound and
northbound 1-385 to access the 1-85/Woodruff Road
interchange. This allows all of the stakeholders
who make investment in the Woodruff Road area to
maintain the access from 1-385 that they expected
to have at the time each made an investment in
their respective facility.

Somehow Alternative #2 was jettisoned and in its
place Alternative #2C was created. Alternative #2C
adversely impacts not only our hotel, but all of the
other businesses in the vicinity of the hotel by
eliminating access to the 1-85/Woodruff Road
interchange from southbound 1-385. | was told,
and Greg Schuch’s February 10, 2011
Memorandum to you confirms, that this access was
eliminated because there is allegedly too much
traffic for safe movement on the existing access
ramps and because it would not be possible to
properly sign the 1-385 Southbound to Woodruff
movement along with the 1-385 to 1-85 split. There
were evidently several comments about the short
weave distance that currently exists between the
entrance from Roper Mountain Road and the 1-85
split, and maintaining an exit to Woodruff Road
would allegedly make this situation much worse by
creating three decision points. Eliminating an
access to Woodruff Road results in a significant
adverse impact to Woodruff Road customers with
minimal improvement to any 1-385 merge issues
The primary merge issue remains between the
southbound 1-385 and 1-85 and the Roper
Mountain on-ramp. We believe the Woodruff Road
exit is an insignificant part and not the solution to
any issue that may exist. Your consultants need to
come up with a solution that keeps the status quo
regarding access and provides adequate signage to
direct drivers to the appropriate road. While we
can’t quantify how much business our neighbors
and the hotel generate from traffic traveling
southbound on 1-385, SCDOT’s decision to
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eliminate this access adversely impacts everyone.
We cannot support Alternative #2C. We believe
that SCDOT and its consultant need to focus on
improving the 1-85/1-385 area in a way that does
not adversely impact all of the businesses that have
located adjacent to Woodruff Road. Access from
all directions must be maintained particularly for
businesses like ours, that in order to be successful,
rely on out of town travelers unfamiliar with the
area. Additional alternatives should be considered
which could include acquiring additional right of
way from Wholesale Flooring or the LaQuinta
and/or reconfiguring the access to southbound I-
385 from Roper Mountain Road.

Alternative #4 is simply unacceptable. It would
severely impact the economic value of existing
improvements and eliminate any chance of new
development.

We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the
process. At the end of the day, we all want the same
result of improving traffic flow with minimal
economic impact on the surrounding
business/potential future development and the tax
dollars paid by those businesses. Please don’t
hesitate to contact either Larry or me with any
qguestions or comments. Larry’s email is
larry.hasselfeld@ddcmal.com and his direct dial is
314-587-2513.

Helen Shockley I am sure lots of studies have been made, but has
4 Dove tree Ct anyone looked at traffic feeding off Roper Mt. Road
Greenville SC 29615 onto Woodruff on a Saturday afternoon. This past

Saturday, | sat through 3 light rotations trying to
go straight on Roper Mt from Verde to go home.
Cars coming from 385/Roper Mt. Road were so
backed up that every time the light changed cars
were in the middle of the road. Can you imagine
the mess if drivers had no other option to access
Woodruff in that area. This intersection is like this
every Saturday not just the holidays.

Carol Morgan While both solutions are likely to better manage
9 Woodhedge Ct congestion on 1-85 and 1-385 and the interchange,
Mauldin SC 29662 they do so by shifting traffic flow onto secondary

roads, specifically Roper Mountain Road and
Woodruff Rd. Traffic congestion at the 1-85/385
interchange is caused by two factors: motorist
driving through the interchange en route to other
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places — and many of these are suburban/city core
commuters; and residents accessing the regional
shopping and entertainment hub along Woodruff
Rd. at this interchange. Both these proposed
solutions will result in even greater traffic volumes
along Woodruff Road. Instead of the interstates
dropping people right into the middle of this hub,
drivers will have to access Woodruff Rd. from
Roper Mtn Road or Miller Rd to get to the
shopping/entertainment hubs. Merely building a
better bridge at Roper Mtn Road is certainly not
going to improve the bumper-to-bumper, barely-
moving traffic along Woodruff Rd at the shopping
centers that typifies a weekend day in Greenville.
Solutions to this problem need to be built as part of
the rebuilding of the 1-85/385 interchange.

George & Judy Scott Re: Federal Register/VVol.75, N.133/Tuesday, July
106 Whispering Hollow Road 13, 2010/Rules and Regulations/23 CFR part
Greenville SC 29615 772/Pages 39820-39838

Background, Pg 39820

1. Has the SCDOT coordinated with the
appropriate  FHWA division office to
determine which 185 and/or 1385 projects, if
any, should be completed under the previous
23CFR772 and previous highway agency’s
approved noise policy in lieu of the final rule
23CFR772 whose effective date is July 13,
20117

2. What is the status of SCDOT’s revised noise
policy submissions as detailed on pg 398207

3. Are copies available to the public and if so,
how are they obtained?

Definitions, Pgs 39821

Design Year, Pg 39822

1. What future design year and what probable
traffic volume were used for: the initial 185
project, the later additional through traffic
lanes, and the development of 1-385?

Noise Reduction Design Goal, pg 39822

1. What is SCDOT’s goal between the
FHWA’s minimum of 7dBCAJ and
maximum 10dBCAJ?

Existing Noise Levels, Pg 39822

1. SCDOT has within the past few months
significantly trimmed the foliage of the trees
on both sides of Whispering Hollow Road!
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2. SCDOT has also cut the trees and brush on
the highway side of the animal barrier
fencing all the way to the ground in the past
few months!

3. Not only has this increased the present
existing noise level BUT it was accomplished
prior  to any noise predictions/
measurement/analysis for the 1-85/1-385
Improvement Project! Thus these future
tasks will be erroneously biased in its
comparisons of present versus future noise
levels!

4. Are copies of the prior project’s noise
documents available to the public and, if so,
how are they obtained?

Other Comments:

1. What are SCDOT’s construction
plans/schedule re both the increase to 4 lanes
through traffic project and the 1-85/1-385
interchange project/

2. What ratio of daylight to night construction
is envisioned? Is this a function of location,
i.e. bridges & overpasses vs. paving?

John Gardner

Economic Development Planner
City of Mauldin

PO Box 249

Mauldin, SC 29662 864-444-1872

1. Every effort should be made to coordinate
this design with other road improvements in
the GPATS plan in this area: intersection
improvement at Woodruff Rd/Garlington
Road/Miller Rd and future widening of
Garlington Rd, and if coordinate
construction activities.

2. Cost and traffic control benefits of retaining
the existing 1-385 mainline bridges over 1-85
should be evaluated carefully.

3. The GPATS/City of Greenville Woodruff
Road Corridor Study recommendations for
a Single Point Urban Interchange at I-
85/Woodruff Road should be incorporated
into the project if the Woodruff Road/I-85
overpass is replaced as part of the project.

4. Additional storage on the Woodruff
Road/1385 overpass is essential if this
remains as a diamond interchange. A Single
Point Urban Interchange should be
considered if the bridge is replaced. Bridge
may need to accommodate additional
through lanes on Woodruff Road in the
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future.

Mike Dubose What | want to comment on is the interchange at I-
385/1-85 at Woodruff Road. Could you look at
removing the exit at 1-385 onto Woodruff road?
Then install an exit from 1-385 southbound that
goes thru the old Greenville Mall parking lot. You
see there is already a road there. Now this parking
lot is huge. Very little or few stores use the remains
of the mall since the mall is now defunct. A road
through its parking lot will have no effect on it and
maybe will help the remains of the old mall. If this
exit is built I would put a designated exit from 1-85
to Woodruff Road for that traffic.

Later on when it can be afforded | would look at
putting a road that runs parallel to Woodruff road
that runs behind the stores on the 1-385 side of
Woodruff Road. If this is done increase the traffic
light time at the exit from 1-385 northbound to
Woodruff Road. This would help the traffic on
Woodruff also. All this are my ideas to lessen traffic
on Woodruff and make driving on that road in the
vicinity of the shopping center safer and less
congested. There is another road that enters into
Woodruff that goes beside the big golf place I do
not know the name. 1 would try to add one more
lane on the side that goes to Woodruff Road. The
other side of that road does not need another lane.
All this will work to remove traffic from Woodruff
and to do that there is no one way to do that. It will
take several things to do that. Some of these things
will have to be done as a group project but others
can be done separately to clear traffic on Woodruff
Road.

Josh Wofford Traffic issues will continue to grow and be
magnified until 1385 is 3-4 lanes per side from SVL
to downtown and 185 is 4-5 lanes per side from exit
40 to HWY 290. 1 think interchanges are a
symptom rather than the true problem - traffic
volume. Additionally, a rear entrance/exit to the
Greenridge shopping center should be designed into
any rerouting plans. This would divert major
volumes of traffic away from the 385/85
interchange.
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Linda Shivery I don’t drive this area during rush hour so I won’t
comment on that particular time. I did want to state
that | NEVER EVER go to any of the stores on the
side of Woodruff Road going toward Columbia due
to the incredibly ill-timed lights, heavy congestion,
etc., no matter the time of day. There are lots of
places | would like to visit but I tried twice and that
were enough!! 1 live in Easley so driving that far
and then being frustrated is not worth the effort.
Now | WILL go to the other side of Woodruff, i.e.,
where Trader Joe’s, Capris, Costco, etc., are
because I can reach them by getting off a the
Laurens Road exit and coming up the back way!!!
And then | do use the entrance ramp from
Woodruff Rd onto 1-85 SB. | am wondering if
adjusting the light pattern on Woodruff would help
any of the congestion patterns, including Woodruff
and Roper Mt. Road. That intersection gets quite
backed up all the way back over 385 during rush
hour and may be causing a lot of the congestion
coming up off those ramps!! Maybe fixing this is
easier than it seems?

One suggestion I would make if you haven’t done so
is for a team to visit what they call the “mixing
bowl” on 1-95 in Virginia. That used to be
incredibly grid-locked at rush hour and they spent
quite a few years doing flyovers, revamping the
interchange, 2-lane exit ramps, etc., and it is
MUCH improved now. Maybe something on a
smaller scale would suffice at the 1-385/1-85
interchange? The mixing bowl is a much bigger
mess but could give you some ideas of how some of
these solutions would look in real life!!

Just some thoughts and | hope something | have
said proves worthwhile! 1I’'m sure the merchants
that I and MANY friends here in Easley won’t shop
at due to the congestion on Woodruff would
appreciate the efforts to fix that congestion as well.

Helencavinhe@aol.com I think the option of having the traffic exit 385 onto
Roper Mountain to access Woodruff Road is
wrong. | am sure there have been studies done but
has anyone been at the Roper Mtn Rd. and
Woodruff Road intersection on a Saturday
afternoon? Not just during the holidays but every
Saturday afternoon. This past Saturday | was
trying to go straight from Verde to Roper Mtn.
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Road on my way home and the intersection was so
backed up that after waiting through three lights
myself and several other cars were able to get in the
far left and turn in the opposite directions. This
took me by Beck Academy and by the mall and
circled back around to Roper Mtn. Road to get
home. 1 live on Dove Tree which is off Roper Mtn.
Road. Having the south bound 385/85 exit on to
Woodruff relieves some of the traffic. Can you
imagine the bottle neck if all the traffic wanting to
go to Woodruff Road only had one option in that
area, the other option near Sam’s is too far down.
Thank you for your time.

James Fleming This is a very important and expensive project for
the upstate. | would advocate designing the bridges
so that lanes on 385 and 85 could be added to match
traffic projections of the useful life of the bridges.
At a minimum, that would be for one lane of
expansion each direction on 85 and 385. Option 4
takes away the 385 NB exit to Woodruff Rd. near
Academy Sports, which make the other plan
favorable. If plan 4 is significantly cheaper, it
seems that the Woodruff Road 385 NB traffic could
be split from the 385 NB traffic to 85 SB after
crossing over on the new bridge and then go over or
under the 385 SB traffic to 85 SB and Woodruff
Road. Then 385 NB to Woodruff would merge with
the 385 SB traffic to Woodruff.

Edward Hardwicke How will the plans support existing and future mass
transit (buses, rail, or car-pool)?  Greenville
continues to grow, and as the article in the Tribune-
Times state, the alternatives do nothing for the
growing volume. Every plan should have
consideration for existing and future possible mass
transit. Read the book on Robert Moses title “The
Power Broker” to see how widening roads and
building more interchanges does not solve traffic

problems.
Richard Falasco I did not get a chance to attend the meeting. The
Simpsonville, SC option of closing the 1-385 southbound ramp sounds

the best. However two things that concern me is
first, it seems it will increase traffic to the Roper
Mountain exit. It should be assured that the Roper
Mountain exit will be able to handle the increased
traffic and if not improvements should be made to
that exit also. Second, since this is a growing area
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there are always a large number of people who are
not familiar with this area traveling that section of
the interstate. Proper signs should be posted near
the Woodruff exit and at the Roper Mountain exit
stating that Roper Mountain is an alternative route
to Woodruff Road. If motorist are properly
informed they may use the Roper Mountain exit
thus taking some of the traffic load off of the

Woodruff exits.
Janet & David Poleski Just wanted to express my hope that this
206 Trails End interchange will remain open as it is used A LOT.
Greenville, SC 29607 Every time | use it there seems to be a lot of traffic

on it so it seems it is used a lot for “Downtown”
folks as well as others. Please consider leaving this
interchange as the other options are difficult and
already congested. Thank you.

William Rowland I was unable to make it to the meeting.
However, closing of the Woodruff road exit is a bad
idea and this is why.

1) The Roper Mountain Road exit area is
already very congested and very heavily
traveled and if it were not for traffic lights;
it would be difficult for anyone exiting to
Roper Mt. Road to even get on it.

2) Then we also have the problem with
Woodruff being also very congested and the
congestion is growing more and more from
the Roper Mountain area up to 385 Bridge.
It used to be that only the area around
Sam’s Club was congested but that is no
more. As Greenville grows it will get even
more congested.

3) If you are going to close any exits to and off
385 to Woodruff—close the sharp angled Y
exit that sharply directs traffic to 385
crossing the path of the exit to Woodruff as
this exit should have never been constructed
to exit into the traffic flow of traffic exiting
to Woodruff from 385 where as this
offending exit directs traffic into the
pathway of those exiting to Woodruff road.
This is an accident/collisions waiting to
happen if there have not already been so.
Many years ago before all the build-up of
the Woodruff Road area this exit was not a
problem.
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May | suggest that some of these problems be
handled as they are in Atlanta and San Francisco—
build some Bridges over and through this area
which will become absolutely necessary in the
future anyway and it will be far cheaper to do this
now than in the future when construction costs will
be much more.

Leroy Sullivan

I like the alternative 2C plan, because it would keep
the existing ramps, but put northbound 1-385
traffic on a loop. | would like any that keep the
existing ramps open.

Dave McQuaid

I live in close proximity to the 385/85 interchange,
and work just off 385, just 2 miles from the
interchange. My family uses this interchange for
commuting and shopping close to 30 times per
week. Thank you for addressing the obvious needs
that exist here.

However, it appears that plans 2C and 4 both
eliminate at least one access point from 385 to
Woodruff Road (although I admit it’s hard for me
to tell for certain). This is a very large mistake: it
may rectify problems with the interstates, but it
exacerbates an already awful traffic situation on
Woodruff Road.

During lunch, weekend or commute hours, it can
take 10 minutes to travel along Woodruff Road
from 385 to 85, or from Roper Mtn Road to 85. By
eliminating the ability to get off of 385 directly onto
Woodruff Road at the 85 location (between
Greenridge and Target), all of that additional
traffic will then flood the already crossed stretch of
Woodruff in front of Greenridge or Target.

With room for additional commercial growth along
both of these stretches of road this seems
tremendously ill-advised.

As an example: when heading to Target from our
home in Mauldin, currently, we can leave our
house, head NB to 385, exit to Woodruff via the
85/Woodruff loop exit to 85 NB, and then turn right
onto Woodruff. This takes approximately 10
minutes.

If, however, this exit were to be closed, to reach
Target we would then need to exit for 385 NB onto
Woodruff Road, turn left and cross over 85, then
endure 4 traffic lights and the congestion front of
the Shops at Greenridge. This trip easily takes 20
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minutes.

As | mentioned earlier, we are grateful for any
work to improve the interchange and traffic flow.
But adding 10 minutes to travel only 1 mile on an
already-overstressed Woodruff Road does not seem
to be the best all-around solution.

I’d be more than happy to clarify any of my
comments, if you wish. Thanks for listening!

Jill Wolf Please don’t close the exit off of 85 to Woodruff
Road. If a downtown resident needs to go to the
Shoppes of Greenridge, they would have to go thru
too much traffic to Woodruff Road by getting off at
Roper Mtn or 385. Have you ever tried to go to
Target on the weekend by getting off of Roper
Mtn? Traffic is backed up to Jeff Lynch. 1 go to
Greenville Gymnastics 4 days a week (8 trips from
downtown) and the 38 exit to Woodruff Road is
often backed up to Roper Mtn. Often, | can take
the 85 exit when it is backed up.

Another consideration is to provide access to the
Target area from Verdae (without getting on
Woodruff Rd).

April Louris I just heard about the project that the DOT is
working on by 85/1385 and was told that there will
not be access to Woodruff Road via the exit right
near Trader Joes/Greenridge/Target.  This is
VERY inconvenient for many people who use this
exit regularly. Is there any way that it can be left
open and operations for wuse during the
construction? Thanks so much for vyour
consideration.
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The meeting began at 5:00 PM but citizens began to arrive at 4:45 PM. The
meeting had a steady flux of citizens until 7:00 PM. The local news arrived at the
meeting and interviewed citizens and videoed the alternates. WORD Radio, WYFF, and
the Greenville news were represented.

There were 80+ citizens that attended the public meeting. Out of the 41 comments
received, about 15 were not signed in as attending the meeting. Of the ones that
responded, 10 citizens approved of Alternative 4; 1 citizen supports the original
Alternative 2, but not 2C; one supports 2C; 2 citizens want red light cameras installed and
2 citizens want the timing of red lights on Woodruff adjusted; 1 citizen is requesting a
SPUI for all alternatives; 2 citizens want to get rid of toll booths; 3 citizens want
secondary roads behind shopping areas; Multiple citizens support direct access ramp to
Woodruff; 1 citizen is worried about sun angles and run-off results of the widening; 1
citizen is worried about ozone levels and emissions control as a result of the widening; 1
citizen is worried about noise pollution. There is a common concern among the citizens
and business owners about the Woodruff Road and Roper Mountain Road traffic

congestion.
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ATTACHEMNT A:
PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

PROPOSED 1-85/1-385 INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

|Greenvi||e Count)_/ll
Public Information Meeting I

Meeting:

The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) has scheduled a public information
meeting Thursday, January 27, 2011, concerning the [-85/1-385 interchange improvement project.

The meeting will be from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Beck Academy located at 901 Woodruff Road
in Greenville. The meeting will have a drop-in type format with displays for viewing, and citizens
will have the opportunity to provide written comments. A brief presentation regarding the
proposed project will be conducted at 6:00 p.m. Formal, verbal comments will not be taken after
the presentation, however in the future if an official Public Hearing is held citizens will have the
opportunity to make formal, verbal comments immediately following a presentation. Project
information, including meeting materials and comment forms will also be available on the SCDOT
website (http://www.scdot.orqg).

Purpose:

The purpose of the meeting is to provide an opportunity to review and discuss individually with
representatives from the SCDOT the need for the project, limits of the project, and the various alternatives
that have been developed. The project includes the re-configuration of the existing 1-85/1-385 interchange
to improve the operational deficiencies along these transportation facilities. Another purpose of the
meeting is to gather information from the public or any interested organization on historic or cultural

resources in the area. Personnel from, and representing the SCDOT will be available to answer questions
and discuss the project with interested citizens on an individual basis.

Contact:

For more information, the public may contact Tommy Elrod, SCDOT Program Manager, at (864)241-1010
in Greenville, or at elrodjt@scdot.org. Persons with disabilities who may require special accommodations
should contact Karen Davis at (803)737-1549.

SCET south Carolina Department of Transportation
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January 27, 2011 Beck Academy, 901 Woodruff Road

Welcome

The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) is very pleased to have you attend this public meeting
on the proposed 1-85 and |-385 interchange improvement project. The purpose of this meeting is to provide an
opportunity to review and discuss individually with representatives from the SCDOT the need for the project,
limits of the project, and the various alternatives that have been developed. Personnel from, and representing
the SCDOT will be available to answer questions and discuss the project with interested citizens on an individual
basis. In addition, participants are encouraged to submit any comments or questions utilizing the available
comment forms; electronically through the SCDOT website (http://www.scdot.org, “Public Hearings Quicklink™);
or by contacting Mr. Tommy Elrod.

Project Background

The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) has identified the need to reconfigure the existing 1-85
and 1-385 interchange in Greenville County. The purpose of the project is to improve the existing deficient
interchange to accommodate the existing and projected traffic volumes. Specifically, this interchange currently
ranks #2 on the SCDOT priority list of deficient interchanges. Due to the unknown and potentially widespread
impacts of this interchange reconfiguration on 1-385, 1-85, and the adjacent interchanges, the project was divided
into multiple phases of work, as described below:

Phase 1] (To be

Phase | (Complete): Phase |
consisted of traffic analysis,
alternative conceptual designs,
and an overview of potential
impacts of several alternatives.
The results of this phase will be
incorporated into Phase Il.

Phase |l (In progress): Phase
Il includes the preparation of an
Environmental Assessment per
the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and ultimate
development of final right-of-way
plans.

determined): Phase lll includes
the negotiation/acquisition of
new right-of-way; development
of final construction plans; and
construction of the project.

Phase lll is anticipated to begin as
early as 2012 with right-of-way
negotiations.

SDOT Program Manager
elrodjt@scdot.org
864-241-1010
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Existing Deficiencies

Deficiency 1: |-385 southbound PM peak
hour back-up going to I-85 northbound;
Deficiency 2: |-85 southbound AM peak hour
back-up at I-385 northbound off-ramp;
Deficiency 3: Weave area along [-85
southbound collector-distributor;

Deficiency 4: Weave area along [-385
southbound between -85 and Woodruff
Road;

Deficiency 5: Weave area along [-385
northbound between Woodruff Road and |-
85;

Deficiency 6: Safety issue on [-385
northbound loop off-ramp to -85
southbound;

Deficiency 7: Weave area along [-85
northbound collector-distributor between
Woodruff Road and I-385.

Deficiency 8: Weave area along [-385
northbound between [-85 and Roper
Mountain Road due to back-up on Roper
Mountain Road off-ramp during the AM peak
hour.

Proposed Alternatives

Numerous design alternatives to improve the existing transportation deficiencies have been previously developed
and evaluated. Many of these alternatives were determined to be not feasible or practicable due to various
issues, including but not limited to inability to address the deficiencies, impacts to current transportation
facilities, right-of-way impacts, impacts to current businesses/development, and costs. As a result, the following
two alternatives have been identified and are being further evaluated in the determination of the ultimate
preferred alternative.

e Alternate 2C: New direct-connect ramp from |-85 southbound to I-385 southbound; improve radius on
loop from 1-385 northbound to 1-85 southbound; and remove access from |-385 southbound to |-
85/Woodruff Road Interchange. This interchange eliminates the weave along the existing I-85
southbound CD through construction of the direct-connect |-85 southbound to I-385 southbound ramp as
well as the relocation of the -85 southbound to Woodruff Road ramp to the north of the 1-385
northbound to 1-85 southbound loop. The Roper Mountain Road bridge will be reconstructed to
accommodate the additional ramps lanes along 1-85. Collector-Distributer roadways will be constructed
northbound and southbound along I-385 to remove the weaving movements between 1-85 and Woodruff
Road off of 1-385.

e Alternate 4: New direct-connect ramps from 1-85 southbound to 1-385 southbound and I-385 northbound
to -85 southbound; and remove access from 1-385 northbound to 1-85/Woodruff Road interchange. This
interchange eliminates the weave along the existing 1-85 southbound CD through construction of the
direct-connect ramps from [-85 southbound to 1-385 southbound and 1-385 northbound to I-85
southbound as well as the relocation of the 1-85 southbound to Woodruff Road ramp to the north of the
direct connect ramps. The Roper Mountain Road bridge will be reconstructed to accommodate the
additional ramps lanes along I-85. Collector-Distributer roadways will be constructed northbound and
southbound along I-385 to remove the weaving movements between |-85 and Woodruff Road off of 1-385,

Comments will be accepted until February 11, 2011
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HOW WILL ALTERNATIVE 2C ADDRESS THE DEFICIENCIES?

Deficiency 1: [-385 SB to |-85 NB back-up will be improved by merging the two ramps from
1-385 together separately from the 1-85 mainline and a two-lane entrance will be provided with
improved merge lengths. In addition, the fourth lane on 1-85 NB will be extended across Rocky
Creek to the exit ramp at Pelham Road.

Deficiency 2: -85 SB to 1-385 NB back-up will be improved by providing two 2-lane exits to |-
385 NB & SB and Woodruff Road which will eliminate the bottleneck at the existing exit.
Additionally, a fourth lane on I-85 SB will be provided for the entire length between Pelham
Road and I-385.

Deficiency 3: The short weave along 1-85 SB between 1-385 and Woodruff Road will be
improved by providing a two-lane loop to align the traffic from 1-385 NB for the 1-85/Woodruff
split. In addition, all traffic to Woodruff Road will be removed from the weave by providing
separate ramps.

Deficiency 4: The short weave along 1-385 SB between I-85 and Woodruff Road will be
improved by separating the weaving movement from the 1-385 mainline.

Deficiency 5: The short weave along 1-385 NB between Woodruff Road and 1-385 will be
improved by separating the weaving movement from the [-385 mainline. Additionally,
Woodruff Road to I-385 NB traffic will be removed from the weave with the addition of a bridge
carrying the 1-385 to 1-85 traffic over the on ramp.

Deficiency 6: The safety issues associated with the existing loop carrying 1-385 NB to 1-85 SB
will be addressed by providing a separate bridge for the loop ramp traffic which will allow for
adequate rotation of the pavement surface approaching the loop departure. In addition, the
radius of the new loop will be increased to achieve a 30 MPH design speed.

Deficiency 7: The short weave length on the C-D along I-85 NB has not been improved.
However, the C-D/Ramp system will be reconfigured to reduce the potential conflict points.

Deficiency 8: The weave area along 1-385 NB between 1-85 and Roper Mountain Road will not
be significantly improved. However, the heavier traffic volume from 1-85 SB will be moved to
the inside of the lighter volume movement from 1-85 NB.
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HOW WILL ALTERNATIVE 4 ADDRESS THE DEFICIENCIES?

Deficiency 1: [-385 SB to I-85 NB back-up will be improved by merging the two ramps from |-
385 together separately from the 1-85 mainline and a two-lane entrance will be provided with
improved merge lengths. In addition, the fourth lane on |-85 NB will be extended across Rocky
Creek to the exit ramp at Pelham Road.

Deficiency 2: -85 SB to 1-385 NB back-up will be improved by providing two 2-lane exits to |-
385 NB & SB and Woodruff Road which will eliminate the bottleneck at the existing exit.
Additionally, a fourth lane on 1-85 SB will be provided for the entire length between Pelham
Road and 1-385.

Deficiency 3: The short weave along 1-85 SB between 1-385 and Woodruff Road will be
eliminated by the removal of both existing loop ramps and by providing a separate ramp for
Woodruff access from [-85.

Deficiency 4: The short weave along |-385 SB between |-85 and Woodruff Road will be
improved by separating the weaving movement from the 1-385 mainline.

Deficiency 5: The short weave along 1-385 NB between Woodruff Road and I-385 will be
improved by separating the weaving movement from the 1-385 mainline. Additionally,
Woodruff Road to 1-385 NB traffic will be removed from the weave with the addition of a bridge
carrying the 1-385 to -85 traffic over the on ramp.

Deficiency 6: The safety issues associated with the existing loop carrying 1-385 NB to 1-85 SB
traffic will be eliminated with the addition of a directional flyover ramp.

Deficiency 7: The short weave length on the C-D along I-85 NB has not been improved.
However, the C-D/Ramp system will be reconfigured to reduce the potential conflict points.

Deficiency 8: The weave area along I-385 NB between I-85 and Roper Mountain Road will be
improved by providing two separate entrances from I-85 NB & SB and increasing the spacing
between the I-85 entrance and Roper Mountain Road exit. In addition, the heavier traffic
volume from I-85 SB will be moved to the inside of the lighter volume movement from |-85 NB.
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Comment: 1 would like to register my opinion AGAINST closing the Woodruff
Rd. exit from 1-85. T have lived in Downtown Greenville for more than 20
vears. My primary route 1o access WoodrulT Rd. is to take 383, to 1-85 then

to the Woodraff Rd. exit. This route provides the quickest route with the

least amount of waffic. Please do not ¢lose this exchange as part of the

current widening project. Many drivers will be very unhappy to have this
access route closed. Please feel fiee to comact me directly with any

questions or comments. Thank you.
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—{@RURY
u Y Drury Hotels Company, LLC - 721 Emerson Road, Suite 400 + St. Louis, MO 63141

r 4 314-429-2255 « FAX 314-429-6386 - 1-800-DRURYINN - druryhotels.com
i QIELS Joseph B. Pereles - (314) 587-3126 - joe pereles@druryhotels.com
RI——
February 11, 2011

Mr. Tommy Elrod

South Carolina Department of Transportation
252 S. Pleasantburg Drive

Greenville, SC 29607

Re: |- 85 and |- 385 Interchange Improvement Project (the “Project”)
Dear Tommy:

On Thursday, January 27, 2011, SCDOT held a public information meeting at Beck Academy
regarding the Project. | was unable to attend the meeting, but did visit the SCDOT website to
review the information that was disseminated at the meeting. You have asked for comments
from affected stakeholders regarding the Project and that is the purpose of this letter. For your
information, Drury Hotels Company, LLC (the original developer of the hotel and successor to
Drury Inns, Inc.) now manages the hotel for DDC Hotels, Inc. as a result of a corporate
reorganization.

We would support the original Alternative #2 since it allowed traffic from both southbound and
northbound 1-385 to access the |-85MWoodruff Road interchange. This allows all of the
stakeholders who made investments in the Woodruff Road area to maintain the access from I-
385 that they expected to have at the time each made an investment in their respective facility.

Somehow Alternative #2 was jeftisoned and in its place Alternative #2C was created.
Alternative #2C adversely impacts not only our hotel, but all of the other businesses in the
vicinity of the hotel by eliminating access to the |-85Woodruff Road interchange from
southbound 1-385. | was told, and Greg Schuch’s February 10, 2011 Memorandum fto you
confirms, that this access was eliminated because there is allegedly too much traffic for safe
movement on the existing access ramps and because it would not be possible to properly sign
the 1-385 Southbound to Woodruff movement along with the 1-385 to 1-85 split. There were
evidently several comments about the short weave distance that currently exists between the
entrance from Roper Mountain Road and the 1-85 split, and maintaining an exit to Woodruff
Road would allegedly make this situation much worse by creating three decision points.
Eliminating an access to Woodruff Road results in a significant adverse impact to Woodruff
Road customers with minimal improvement to any |-385 merge issues. The primary merge
issue remains between the southbound 1-385 to 1-85 and the Roper Mountain on-ramp. We
believe the Woodruff Road exit is an insignificant part and not the solution to any issue that may
exist. Your consultants need to come up with a solution that keeps the status quo regarding
access and provides adequate signage to direct drivers to the appropriate road. While we can't
quantify how much business our neighbors and the hotel generate from traffic traveling

% Dnry ln &:Sues: "Highest: in Guest Satisfaction Amang Mid Scale Limited Service Hotel Chains, Five Years in a Row"
~J.0. Power and Associates
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T @RURY Drury Hotels Company, LLC * 721 Emerson Road, Suite 400 « St. Louis, MO 63141

] 314-429-2255 « FAX 314-429-6386 + 1-800-DRURYINN - druryhotels.com
QIELS Joseph B. Pereles - (314) 587-3126 - joe pereles@druryhotels.com
Tommy Elrod
February 11, 2011
Page -2-

southbound on I-385, SCDOT's decision to eliminate this access adversely impacts everyone.

We cannot support Alternative #2C. We believe that SCDOT and its consultant need to focus
on improving the 1-85/1-385 area in a way that does not adversely impact all of the businesses
that have located adjacent to Woodruff Road. Access from all directions must be maintained,
particularly for businesses like ours, that, in order to be successful, rely on out of town travelers
unfamiliar with the area. Additional alternatives should be considered which could include
acquiring additional right of way from Wholesale Flooring or the LaQuinta and/or reconfiguring
the access to southbound [-385 from Roper Mountain Road.

Alternative #4 is simply unacceptable. It would severely impact the economic value of existing
improvements and eliminate any chance of new development.

We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the pracess. At the end of the day, we all want
the same result of improving traffic flow with minimal economic impact on the surrounding
business/potential future development and the tax dollars paid by those businesses. Please
don't hesitate to contact either Larry or me with any questions or comments. Lamry's email is

larry.hasselfeld@ddcemail.com and his direct dial is 314-587-2513.

Sincerely,
DDC HOTELS, INC. DRURY HOTELS COMPANY, LLC
7
By: . f%’%/ By: /b{\m—w\a & PW
Larpy W. Hassgffeld mph B. Pereles
Viée Presiden President

~J.D. Power and Assogiates
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I-85 and |-385 Interchange Improvement Project

Thursday, January 27, 2011 — Beck Academy, Greenville, SC

(Please Print).
NAME: _ Carol Morgan PHONE NO. (optional): email: Signname@aol.com
ADDRESS: 9 Woodhedge Ct, Mauldin SC 20662
Street/Roule City State Zip Code

Comments:

onlo secondary roads, specifically Roper Mountain Rd and Woodruff Rd. Traffic congestion at the |-85/385 inlerchange is caused by

|
While both solutions are likely to better manage congestion on 1-85 and 1-385 and the interchange, they do so by shifting traffic flow l‘
|

l two factors: motorists driving through the interchange en route to other places - and many of these are suburban/cily core commuters;
[
|

and residents accessing the regional shopping and entertainment hub along Woodruff Rd at this interchange. Both these proposed

F solutions viill result in even greater traffic volumes along Woodruff Rd. INstead of the Interstates dropping people rightinto the middle of

‘ this hub, drivers will have to access Woodruff Rd from Roper Mountain Rd or Miller Rd to get to the shopping/entertainment hubs. |

Merely building a better bridge at Roper Min Rd is certainly not going to improve the bumper-to-bumper, barely-moving traffic along

the rebuilding of the 1-85/385 interchange.

|
Woodruff Rd at the shopping centers that typifies a weekend day in Greenville. Solutions to this problem need to be built as part of ’

Please mail, fax (864-241-1115), or email (ElrodJ{@scdot.org) comments by February 11, 2011
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@flohut.com]
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:39 PM
To: 'Barrett Stone'

Ce: '‘David Beaty'; 'David Montgomery'
Subject: FW: 1-385/1-85 Interchange Comments

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
501 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 803-254-5800

fax: 803-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-0146

www. flohut.com

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:Elrod]T@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:26 PM

To: John Gardner

Cc: Chasteen, Jonathan R; Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: 1-385/1-85 Interchange Comments

John: Thanks for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodjt@scdot.org
864-241-1010

From: John Gardner [mailto:jgardner@mauldincitysc.com
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:22 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy
Subject: I-385/1-85 Interchange Comments

|-85/1-385 Interchange Comments:

1. Every effort should be made to coordinate this design with other road improvements in the GPATS plan in this area:
intersection improvement at Woodruff Road/Garlington Road/Miller Road and future widening of Garlington Road, and if

coordinate construction activities.

2. Cost and traffic control benefits of retaining the existing I-385 mainline bridges over |-85 should be evaluated
carefully.

3. The GPATS/City of Greenville Woodruff Road Corridor Study recommendations for a Single Point Urban Interchange
at 1-85/Woodruff Road should be incorporated into the project if the Woodruff Road/I-85 overpass is replaced as part of

the project.
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4. Additional storage on the Woodruff Road/1385 overpass is essential if this remains as a diamond interchange.
A Single Point Urban Interchange should be considered if the tridge is replaced. Bridge may need to accommodate
additional through lanes on Woodruff Road in the future.

John Gardner, AICP

Economic Development Planner
City of Mauldin

PO Box 249

Mauldin, SC 29662

(864) 289-8979 phone
(864) 444-1872 cell
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@flohut.com]

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 8:44 AM

To: 'David Montgomery'; 'David Beaty'; 'Barrett Stone'
Subject: FW: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
581 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 883-254-5800

fax: B@3-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-8146

www . Flohut.com

----- Original Message-----

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:Elrod]T@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 8:29 AM

To: mdubose9867@myfrontiermail.com

Cc: Chasteen, Jonathan R; Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodit@scdot.org
864-241-1010

----- Original Message-----

From: mdubose9867@myfrontiermail.com
[mailto:mdubose9867@myfrontiermail.com]

Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2011 2:58 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy; Chasteen, Jonathan R

Subject: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Name: Mike DuBose

Email: mdubose9867@myfrontiermail.com

Comment: What I want to comment on is the interchange at I-385/I-85 at
Woodruff Road. Could you look at removing the exit at I-385 onto
Woodruff Road. Then install an exit from I-385 southbound that goes thru
the old Greenville Mall parking lot. You see there is already a road
already there. Now this parking lot is huge. Very little or few stores
use the remains of this mall since the mall is now defunct. A road
through its parking lot will have no effect on it and maybe will help
the remains of the old mall. If this exit is built I would put a

1
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designated exit from 1-85 to Woodruff Road for that traffic.

Later on when it can be afforded 1 would look at putting a rcad that
runs parallel to Woodruff Road that runs behind the stores on the I-385
side of Woodruff Road. If this is done increase the traffic light time
at the exit from I-385 northbound to Woodruff Road. This would help the
traffic on Woodruff Road also. All this are my ideas to lessen traffic
on Woodruff Road and make driving on that reoad in the vicinity of the
shopping center safer and less congested. There is another road that
anters into Woodruff Road that goes beside the big golf place I do not
know the name. I would try to add one more lane on the side that goes to
Woodruff Road. The other side of that road does not need another lane.

ALl this will work to remove traffic from Woodruff Reoad and to do that
there is no one way to do that. It will take several things to do that.
Some of these things will have to be done as a group project but others
can be done separately to clear traffic on Weodruff road.
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@fiohut.com]

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 10:17 AM

To: ‘David Montgomery'; 'David Beaty'; 'Barrett Stone’
Subject: FW: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
581 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 803-254-5800

fax: 8@3-929-8334

mobile: 803-622-8146

www . flohut.com

----- Original Message-----

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:ElrodlT@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 10:06 AM

To: joshwofford@gmail.com

Cc: Chasteen, Jonathan R; Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager
elrodjt@scdot.org

864-241-1010

----- Original Message-----

From: joshwofford@gmail.com [mailto:joshwofford@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 9:54 AM

To: Elrod, Tommy; Chasteen, Jonathan R

Subject: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Name: Josh Wofford

Email: joshwofford@gmail.com

Comment: Traffic issues will continue to grow and be magnified until
1385 is 3-4 lanes per side from SVL to downtown and IB5 is 4-5 lanes per
side from exit 40 to HWY29@. I think interchanges are a symptom rather
than the true problem - traffic volume. Additionally, a rear
entrance/exit to the Greenridge shopping center should be designed into
any rerouting plans, this would divert major volumes of traffic away
from the 385/85 interchange.
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@fiohut.com]

Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:21 AM

To: ‘Barrett Stone'

Cc: '‘David Montgomery'; 'David Beaty'

Subject: FW: 1-85 and I-385 interchange and Woodruff Road
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
501 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 803-254-5800

fax: 803-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-0146

www. flohut.com

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:Elrod)T@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 7:55 AM

To: Linda Shivery

Cc: Robbins, Heather M.; Dillon, Eric C; Greg Schuch; Chasteen, Jonathan R
Subject: RE: [-85 and I-385 interchange and Woodruff Road

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodjt@scdot.org
864-241-1010

From: Linda Shivery A li

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 3:35 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy

Subject: I-85 and I-385 interchange and Woodruff Road

Hi Mr. Elrod:

1 don't drive this area during rush hour so I won't comment on that particular time. [ did want to state
that I NEVER EVER go to any of the stores on the side of Woodruff Road going toward Columbia due to the
incredibly ill-timed lights, heavy congestion, etc., no matter the time of day. There are lots of places 1
would like to visit but I tried twice and that was enough!!! I live in Easley so driving that far and then
being frustrated is not worth the effort. Now I WILL go to the other side of Woodruff, i.e., where Trader
Joe's, Capris, Costco, etc., are because I can reach them by getting off at the Laurens Road exit and
coming up the back way!!! and then I do use the entrance ramp from Woodruff Rd onto I-85 SB. Tam
wondering if adjusting the light pattern on Woodruff would help any of the congestion patterns, including
Woodruff and Roper Mt Road. That intersection gets quite backed up all the way back over 385 during

1
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rush hour and may be causing a lot of the congestion coming up off those ramps!! Maybe fixing this is
easier than it seems?

One suggeslion 1 would make if you haven't done so is for a team Lo visit what they call the "mixing bowi"
on 1-95 in Virginia. That used to be incredibly grid-locked at rush hour and they spent quite a few years
doing flyovers, revamping the interchange, 2-lane exit ramps, etc., and it is MUCH improved now. Maybe
something on a smaller scale would suffice at the 1-385/1-85 interchange? The mixing bowl is a much
bigger mess but could give you some ideas of how some of these solutions would look in real life!!

Just some thougihts and 1 hope something 1 have said proves worthwhile! I'm sure the merchants that |
and MANY friends here in Easley won't shop at due to the congestion on Woodruff would appreciate the
efforts to fix that congestion as well.
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@flohut.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:27 AM
To: ‘Barrett Stone'

Cc: 'David Montgomery'; 'David Beaty'
Subject: FW:

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Praoject Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
501 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 803-254-5800

fax: 803-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-0146

www. flohut.com

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:Elrod]T@dot.state.sc.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 9:40 AM

To: helencavinhe@aol.com
Cc: Chasteen, Jonathan R; Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch

Subject: RE:

Thanks you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodjt@scdot.org
864-241-1010

From: helencavinhe@aol.com [mailto:helencavinhe@aol.com
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:40 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy

Subject:

| think the option of having the traffic exit 385 onto Roper Mountain to access Woodruff Road is wrong. | am sure there
have been studies done but has anyone been at the Roper Mountain Rd. and Woodruff Road intersection on a Saturday
afternoon. Not just during the holidays but every Saturday afternoon. This past Saturday | was trying to go straight from
Verde to Roper Mountain Road on my way home and the intersection was so backed up that after waiting through three
lights myself and several other cars were able to get in the far left and turn in the opposite direction. This took me by
Beck Academy by the mall and circled back around to Roper Mountain Road to get home. | live in Dove Tree with is off
Roper Mountain Road. Having the south bound 385/85 exit on to Woodruff relieves some of the traffic. Can you imagine
the bottle neck if all the traffic wanting to go to Woodruff Road only had one option in that area, the other option near

Sams is too far down.
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Thank you for your time,
Helen Shockley

4 Dove Tree Court
Greenville, SC 29615
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@flohut.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:40 AM

To: ‘Barrett Stone'

Cc: ‘David Montgomery'; 'David Beaty'

Subject: FW: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutchescn - Consulting Engineers
501 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 883-254-5800

fax: 883-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-0146

www . flohut.com

----- Original Message-----

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:Elrodl)T@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Wednesday, February 2, 2011 8:25 AM
jsmfleming@charter.net

Cc: Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch

Subject: RE: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodit@scdot.or
864-241-1010

----- Original Message-----

From: jsmfleming@charter.net [mailto:jismfleming@charter.net
Sent: Tuesday, February 901, 2011 5:31 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy; Chasteen, Jonathan R

Subject: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Name: James Fleming

Email: jsmfleming@charter.net

Comment: This is a very important and expensive project for the upstate.
I would advocate designing the bridges so that lanes on 385 and 85 could
be added to match traffic projections for the useful life of the
bridges. At a minimum, that would be for one lane of expansion each
direction on 85 and 385. Option 4 takes away the 385 NB exit to
Woodruff Rd near Academy Sports, which makes the other plan favorable.
If plan 4 is significantly cheaper, it seems that the Woodruff Road 385
NB traffic could be split from the 385 NB traffic to 85 SB after
crossing over on the new bridge and then go over or under the 385 SB

1
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traffic to 85 SB and Woodruff Road. Then 385 NB to Woodruff would merge
with the 385 SB traffic to Woodruff.
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@flohut.com]

Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 8:35 AM

To: ‘Barrett Stone'

Ce: ‘David Beaty'; 'David Montgomery'

Subject: FW: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
501 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 292081

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 803-254-5800

fax: 803-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-0146

www . flohut.com

----- Original Message-----

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:ElrodlT@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Monday, February 7, 2811 8:29 AM

To: yelkenli@bellsouth.net

Cc: Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch

Subject: RE: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodit@scdot.org
B64-241-1010

----- Original Message-----

From: yelkenli@bellsouth.net [mailto:yelkenli@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 5:07 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy; Chasteen, Jonathan R

Subject: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Name: Edward Hardwicke

Email: yelkenli@bellsouth.net

Comment: How will the plans support existing and future mass transit
(buses, rail, or car-pool)? Greenville continues to grow, and as the
article in the Tribune-Times stated, the alternatives do nothing for the
growing volume. Every plan should have consideration for existing and
future possible mass transit.

Read the book on Robert Moses titled “The Power Broker" to see how
widening roads and building more interchanges dees not solve traffic

problems.
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@flohut.com]
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 8:36 AM

To: 'Barrett Stone'

Cc: ‘David Bealy'; '‘David Montgomery'
Subject: FW: 1-85/1-385 Interchange improvement

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
501 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 803-254-5800

fax: 803-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-0146

www. flohut.com

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto;Elrod)T@dot.state.sc.us

Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 8:33 AM

To: Richard Falasco

Cc: Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch; Chasteen, Jonathan R
Subject: RE: 1-85/1-385 Interchange improvement

Thank you for your comments,

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodjt@scdot.org
864-241-1010

From: Richard Falasco [mailto:richndiane60@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 8:42 AM

To: Elrod, Tommy

Subject: 1-85/1-385 Interchange improvement

I did not get a chance to attend the meeting. The option of closing the [-385 southbound ramp sounds the best.
However two things that concern me is first, it seems it will increase traffic to the Roper Mountain exit. It
should be assured that the Roper Mountain exit will be able to handle the increased traffic and if not
improvements should be made to that exit also. Second, since this is a growing arca there are always a large
number of people who are not familiar with this area traveling that section of the interstate. Proper signs should
be posted near the WoodrufT exit and at the Roper Mountain exit stating that Roper Mountain is an alternative
route to Woodruff Road. If motorist are properly informed they may use the Roper Mountain exit thus taking
some of the traffic load off of the Woodruff exits.

-- Sincerely,
Rich Falasco
Simpsonville, SC
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Barrett Stone

From: Greg Schuch [gschuch@flohut.com)
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:37 PM
To: ‘Barrett Stone'

Cc: ‘David Beaty'; 'David Montgomery'
Subject: FW: | 385- 86 interchange

Greg M. Schuch, P.E.

Project Manager / Associate

Florence & Hutcheson - Consulting Engineers
501 Huger Street

Columbia, SC 29201

gschuch@flohut.com

ph: 803-254-5800

fax: 803-929-0334

mobile: 803-622-0146

www.flohut.com

From: Elrod, Tommy [mailto:Elrod)T@dot.state.sc.us]
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:33 PM

To: Janet

Cc: Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch

Subject: RE: I 385- 85 interchange

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod

SCDOT Program Manager
elrodjt@scdot.or,
864-241-1010

From: Janet ilto: i

Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:28 PM
To: Elrod, Tommy

Subject: I 385- 85 interchange

Mr Elrod,
| just wanted to express my hope that this interchange will remain open as it is used ALOT. Everytime | use it there

seems to be alot of traffic on it so It seems it is used alot for "Downtown" folks as well as others.
Please consider leaving this interchange as the other options are difficult and already conjested.
Thank You,

Janet & David Poleski

2089 Trails End

Greenville SC 29607
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From: Elrod, Tommy [ElredJT@dot state.sc.us]

Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 3:00 PM

To: ludwigvan_beethoven@yahoo.com

Cc: Shealy, Stanley E; Gwinn, Steve W; Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: Proposed weodruff road exit closing

Williani: Thank you for your comments. [ have forwarded your comments to our design consultant for
consideration as we move forward with the design of this project. Thanks again.

Tommy Elrod

SCDOT Program Manager
elrodjt@scdot.or
864-241-1010

From: ludwig

Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:52 PM
To: D8SCDOTWebPageResponse

Subject: Proposed woodruff road exit closing

I was unablc to make it to the meeting.
However, Closing of the Woodruff road exit is a bad idea and this is why.

(1)The Roper Mountain Road exit area is already very congested and very heavily traveled and if were not for
traffic lights; it would be difficult for anyone exiting to Roper Mt. Road to even get on it.

(2) Then we also have the problem with Woodruff being also very congested and the congestion is growing
more and more from the Roper Mountain arca up to 385 Bridge. It use to be that only the area around Sam's
Club was congested but that is no more. As Greenville grows it will get even more congested.

(3) If you are going to close any exits to and off 385 to woodruff---close the sharp angled Y exit that sharply
directs traffic to 385 crossing the path of the exist to Woodruff as this exist should have never been constructed
to exist into the traffic flow of traffic exiting to Woodruff from 385 where as this offending exit directs traffic
into the pathway of those exiting to Woodru(f road. This is an accident/collisions waiting to happen if there
have not already been so. Many years ago before all the build up of the Woodruff Road area this exit was not a

problem.

May I suggest that some of these problem be handled as they are in Atlanta and San Francisco---build some
Bridges over and through this area which will become absolutely necessary in the future anyway and it will
be far cheaper to do this now than in the future when construction costs will be much more.

William Rowalnd
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From: Elrod, Tommy [ElrodJT@dot.state.sc.us)

Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 8:58 AM

To: leroy8686@bellsouth.net

Cc: Chasteen, Jonathan R; Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodit@scdot.org
864-241-10180

----- Original Message-----

From: leroy8686@bellsouth.net [mailto:leroy8686@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2011 5:17 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy; Chasteen, Jonathan R

Subject: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Name: leroy sullivan

Email: leroy8686@bellsouth.net

Comment: I like the alternative 2C plan, because it would keep the
existing ramps, but put northbound I-385 traffic on a loop. I would any
that keep the existing ramps open.
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From: Elrod, Tommy [ElrodJT@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:54 PM

To: dmcquaid@vantagep.com

Cc: Chasteen, Jonathan R; Robbins, Heather M.; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Dave: Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodit@scdot.org

864-241-1010

----- Original Message-----

From: dmcquaid@vantagep.com [mailto:dmcquaid@vantagep.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February €8, 2011 1:30 PM

To: Elrod, Tommy; Chasteen, Jonathan R

Subject: Email Generated by the East Butler Road Meeting

Name: Dave McQuaid

Email: dmcquaid@vantagep.com

Comment: I live in close proximity to the 385/85 interchange, and work
just off 385, just 2 miles from the interchange. My family uses this
interchange for commuting and shopping close to 3@ times per week. Thank
you for addressing the obvious needs that exist here.

However, it appears that plans 2C and 4 both eliminate at least one
access point from 385 to Woodruff Road (although I admit it's hard for
me to tell for certain). This is a very large mistake: it may rectify
problems with the interstates, but it exacerbates an already awful
traffic situation on Woodruff Road.

During lunch, weekend, or commute hours, it can take 1@ minutes to
travel along Woodruff Road from 385 to 85, or from Roper Mtn Rd. to 85.
By eliminating the ability to get off of 385 directly onto Woodruff Rd
at the 85 location (between Greenridge and Target), all of that
additional traffic will then flood the already crowded stretch of
Woodruff in front of Greenridge or Target.

With room for additional commercial growth along both of these stretches
of road, this seems tremendously ill-advised.

As an example: when heading to Target from our home in Mauldin,
currently, we can leave our house, head NB on 385, exit to Woodruff via
the 85/Woodruff loop exit to 85 NB, and then turn right onto Woodruff.
This takes approximately 18 minutes.

If, however, this exit were to be closed, to reach Target we would then
need to exit from 385 NB onto Woodruff Road, turn left and cross over
85, then endure 4 traffic lights and the congestion in front of the
Shops at Greenridge. This trip easily takes 2@ minutes.

As I mentioned earlier, we are grateful for any work to improve the
1
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interchange and traffic flow. But adding 1€ minutes to travel only 1
mile on an already-overstressed Woodruff Road does not seem to be the
best all-around solution.

I'd be more than happy to clarify any of my comments, if you wish.
Thanks for listening!
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From: Elrod, Tommy [ElrodJT@dot.state.sc.us]

Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 3:49 PM

To: Jill Wolf

Ce: Robbins, Heather M.; Chasteen, Jonathan R; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: Woodruff Rd exit closing

Thank you for your comments.

Tommy Elrod
SCDOT Program Manager

elrodjt@scdot.org
864-241-1010

From: Jill Wolf [mailto:mjwolf@charter.net
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 3:38 PM
To: Elrod, Tommy

Subject: Woodruff Rd exit closing

Please don't close the exit off of 85 to Woodruff Rd. If a downtown resident needs to go to the Shoppes of Greenridge,
they would have to go thru too much traffic on Woodruff Rd by getting off at Roper Mtn or 385. Have you ever tried to go
to Target on the weekend by getting off of Roper Mtn? Traffic is backed up to Jeff Lynch. | go to Greenville Gymnastics 4
days a week (8 trips from downtown) and the 385 exit to Woodruff Rd is often backed up to Roper Mtn. Often, | can take
the 85 exit when it is backed up.

Another consideration is to provide access to the Target area from Verdae (without getting on Woodruff Rd).

Thanks,

Jill Wolf

128 Knollwood Lane
Greenville, SC 20607
271-7784
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From: Elred, Tommy [ElrodJT@dot state.sc.us]

Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 7:42 AM

To: April Louris

Cc: Robbins, Heather M.; Chasteen, Jonathan R; Greg Schuch
Subject: RE: Weodruff Road Access

Thank you for your comments, We will consider all of the comments as we move forward with the development of this
project.

Tommy Elrod

SCDOT Program Manager
elrodjt@scdot.or
864-241-1010

From: April Louris [mailto:lourisapril@hotmail.com

Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Elrod, Tommy
Subject: Woodruff Road Access

I just heard about the project that the DOT is working on by 85/1385 and was told that there will not be access to
Woodruff Rd. via the exit right near Trader Joes/Greenridge/Target. This is VERY inconvenient for many people who use
this exit regularly. Is there any way that it can be left open and operational for use during the construction?

Thanks so much for your consideration.

April Louris



