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PRELIMINARY UTILITY REPORT 
 

 
TO:                             Brad Reynolds, P.E., SCDOT Program Manager 

Derek Staton, P.E., Transystems 
 

FROM: Theresa Hodge, P.E., CECS 
   
DATE: December 14, 2015 

 
PROJECT: I-85 Design Build  
 CSX Railroad Bridge over I-85 at Conway Black  
 Project ID 0040692 

Spartanburg County 
CECS 5414 

 
SUMMARY OF UTILITY COORDINATION MEETIING  

 
On October 14th, CECS held a joint utility coordination meeting with ICE to discuss the I-85 
Design Build Project.  This utility meeting was the regularly scheduled Spartanburg UCC 
meeting held at SCDOT Spartanburg Office located at 8890 Fairforest Road. 
 
MEETING PURPOSE: 
 
This meeting was scheduled to discuss with the Utility providers the upcoming I-85 Mile Marker 
80-95 design build project and the associated CSX bridge replacement project which is part of 
the design build package. 
 
Ms. Hodge had previously sent out information to Duke Energy, Spartanburg Water, AT&T and 
Piedmont Natural Gas on September 9th regarding the CSX bridge replacement design.  All 
utility providers in the area of the CSX bridge replacement project were present at the October 
14th meeting. 
 
Fred Kicklighter and Gus Kretschmer (ICE - Design Build Prep Team) gave an overview of the I-
85 design build project and requested that utility providers give additional information to the prep 
team regarding prior rights and estimated utility cost for relocations. 
 
The following schedule was given: 
 
January 2016 SCDOT advertise the project for Design Build 
October 2016 SCDOT awards the project      
 
Ms. Hodge (CECS) noted that she was coordinating the effort with respect to the CSX bridge 
construction and that the construction of this bridge was to be the first item started with the 
design build project.   
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In order to facilitate the construction of the bridge, CECS would be requesting tentative 
relocation plans for this portion of the project. 
 
She requested that this information be provided by mid-November. 
 
After a lengthy discussion with all individual utility providers, the meeting adjourned.  
 
 
Outstanding Issues for Utility Providers 
 

 Determine prior rights 

 Determine relocation corridors 

 Provide information for SCDOT with respect to the CSX railroad conflicts only 
 
 
INITIAL ASSESSMENT  
 
AT&T   
Telephone 
 
AT&T owns and maintains underground fiber 
lines along the left side (south bound side) of 
existing I-85. These fiber lines will not be in 
conflict with the construction of the new CSX 
railroad project.  The lines will be in conflict 
with the proposed I-85 project. 
 
AT&T also owns and maintains an aerial fiber 
line that crosses the CSX track at the existing 
Conway Black bridge.  This line will be in 
conflict with the new proposed location of the 
CSX rail line.   
 
AT&T does not claim prior rights. 
 
 
Charter   
Telephone 
 
Charter Communications is located in the vicinity of the project; however, they have no conflicts 
with the CSX project. 
 
 
Spartanburg Water   
Water 
 
Spartanburg Water owns and maintains a 16" water line along the left side of Dewberry Road.  
This line runs under the embankment of the existing CSX bridge between the abutment and the 
first bent.  This line will be in conflict with the proposed CSX bridge.   
 
Spartanburg Water does not claim prior rights. 
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Duke Energy - Transmission 
Electric 
 
Duke Energy owns a 100kV 
transmission line that crosses I-85 
at the CSX railroad.  This line 
does not appear to be in conflict 
with the proposed CSX railroad 
construction.  However, 
coordination with Duke needs to 
occur with respect to the 
proposed retaining walls for the 
bridge construction and the cul de 
sac with Conway Black Road. 
 
Duke Energy has prior rights.  
 
 
 
 
 
Duke Energy - Distribution  
Electric 
 
Duke Energy owns distribution poles along the right side of I-85 (North Bound) from Station 
885+00 to 893+00.  At approximate Station 893+00 the line crosses the interstate to the left side 
of Dewberry Road near the CSX railroad bridge.  There are three poles that are in conflict with 
the construction of the proposed CSX railroad bridge.    
 
Duke Energy has partial prior rights on these poles. 
 
 
Piedmont Natural Gas  
Gas 
 
Piedmont Natural Gas has a 4" plastic and 8" steel high pressure line in the project area.  Both 
of these lines are in conflict with the proposed construction of the CSX bridge.  In addition to the 
lines, a substation site is located on the Auriga Polymers site.  
 
Piedmont Natural Gas has partial prior rights. 
 
 
STATUS OF RELOCATION PLANS 

 
Due to the nature of this project (Design Build), relocation plans will be the responsibility of the 
selected Design Build Team.  Since this project is federally funded, any work that is reimbursed 
by the SCDOT will need to comply with Buy America.   
 
 



 

4 
I-85 Replace CSX Bridge Z270.19 over I-85, Spartanburg, SC  

 
ESTIMATED COST FOR RELOCATING UTILITIES  
 
The estimate of cost to SCDOT for relocating the utility conflicts, as shown below, is for 
“INFORMATION ONLY”.  Final costs will be submitted with the agreements.  These costs do 
not include right-of-way acquisition costs. 
 
 

UTILITY COMPANY COST 

AT&T N/A 

Piedmont Natural Gas $10,150,000* 

Duke Energy Transmission N/A 

Duke Energy Distribution $50,000 

Spartanburg Water N/A 

Charter N/A 

TOTAL $10,200,000 

 
*   Piedmont Natural Gas has claimed full prior rights.  However, not all documentation was 
submitted for the entire route for prior rights.  It is the opinion of the CECS that not all the gas  
line will qualify for reimbursement by the SCDOT.  Estimated cost for prior rights information 
submitted would be approximately $3,000,000 to $5,000,000 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EARLY RELOCATIONS 

 
Spartanburg Water, Piedmont Natural Gas, and Duke Energy Distribution must relocate before 
bridge construction can begin on the north abutment and the 1st interior bent.   
 
 
IN CONTRACT SERVICES 
 
Not applicable. 
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UTILITY CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Gas  Telephone 

Piedmont Natural Gas AT&T 

4720 Piedmont Row Drive 100 Belton Drive 

Charlotte, NC  28210 Spartanburg, SC   29301 

Jason Brown  704-731-4098    404-472-4808 864-573-4016 

Jason.brown@piedmontng.com mn5627@att.com 

WATER  TELICS (ENGINEERS FOR AT&T) 

Spartanburg Water AT&T 

175 North Liberty Street 810 DUTCH SQUARE CENTER 

Spartanburg, SC  29306 COLUMBIA SC 29210 

Kevin Smith      864-580-5649 GRIER MAGNUM: 803-462-4630 / 803-409-9905 

Ksmith@ses-ssd.org telicsroadmove@gmail.com 

Power - Transmission Telephone  

Duke Energy Charter 

526 South Church Street  110 Commercial Road 

Charlotte, NC  28202  Spartanburg, SC  29303 

Jeremy Sabo        704-382-8396  Larry Camp 864-449-8850 

Jeremy.sabo@duke-energy.com Larry.camp@charter.com 

Power - Distribution   

Duke Energy   

808 Duncan Reidville Road   

Duncan, SC  29334   

Stephen Ratliff 864-316-2748   
Carlos Gittens (KCI)  864-252-0022 

  

Stephen.ratliff@duke-energy.com 
Carlos.Gittens@kci.com 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
UTILITY RELOCATION ASSESSMENT FOR PROPOSED CSX BRIDGE I-85 
 

mailto:telicsroadmove@gmail.com
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AT&T   
Telephone 
 
AT&T will leave their lines in place along the southbound side of I-85 for the CSX project.  The 
lines will have to be relocated for the I-85 project.   
 
AT&T will work with Duke Energy to relocate the pole on the north side of Conway Black to 
avoid the proposed realigned tracks for CSX.  AT&T will remain aerial.   
 
It is anticipated that work performed will be at "No Cost" to the SCDOT.   
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Charter   
Telephone 
 
Charter Communications has no conflicts with the CSX project. 
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Spartanburg Water   
Water 
 
Spartanburg Water will relocate a portion of their 16" water line between Station 891+00 to 
898+00.  The new alignment will be approximately 4' inside the pavement on the left side of 
existing Dewberry Road.   When crossing under the CSX bridge, the line will be 10 feet from the 
first interior bent toward I-85.  The reason for the lengthy relocation is the fact that the new 
Dewberry Road will have a retaining wall located between Station 894+00 and Station 898+00. 
 
It is anticipated that work performed will be at "No Cost" to the SCDOT.   
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Duke Energy - Transmission 
Electric 
 
The Duke Energy Transmission line does not appear to be in conflict with the proposed CSX 
railroad construction.  However, coordination with Duke needs to occur with respect to the 
proposed retaining walls for the bridge construction and the cul de sac with Conway Black 
Road. 
 
The selected Design Build Contractor should coordinate. 
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Duke Energy - Distribution  
Electric 
 
Duke Energy has three poles that are in conflict with the proposed CSX bridge construction.  
Two options were evaluated for constructability by Duke.  The preferred option is the longer 
span location which would pull the distribution lines away from the bridge construction.   
 
In addition, Duke will need to set a new pole at the north cul de sac of Conway Black Bridge to 
serve as the pole for the aerial crossing for AT&T.  
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Piedmont Natural Gas  
Gas 
 
Piedmont Natural Gas has a 4" plastic distribution and 8" steel high pressure line in the project 
area.  Both these lines are in conflict with the proposed construction of the CSX bridge and 
associated wing walls.  In addition to the lines, a substation site is located on the Auriga 
Polymers site.  
 
Piedmont Natural Gas (PNG) has partial prior rights, based on the information provided.  Prior 
rights were established for the 8" line along I-85 from the railroad crossing to the Pacolet River 
and for the substation site on the Auriga Polymer Site.   
 
PNG has proposed to relocate both the high-pressure line and the distribution on new 
alignment.  This relocation, in the opinion of CECS, is not totally necessary due to the I-85 
project nor the CSX bridge relocation.  The high pressure gas main running west from the 
Substation site to S-57 does not appear to have prior rights.  Therefore, portions of this 
relocation should be funded by PNG.  Based on CECS's review of the relocation, CECS would 
estimate that approximately $3,000,000-$5,000,000 would be the cost of the SCDOT portion of 
the necessary relocation.      
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Supplemental Information  
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